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LETTERS 


TV IN ’89 
Dear Huskers, 
I've just become a true Husker fan 


and 1988 was a great season for Nebras- | 


ka. Your magazine made the year even 
more special. The coverage of each 
game from the Kickoff Classic to the 
Orange Bowl was outstanding. I also en- 
joy keeping up with the Husker basket- 
ball team in your Husker Hoops section. 
Is there is any chance the Huskers 
might be on television this season? Since 
I live in Rhode Island, it is tough to keep 
up with “my” team, but Huskers Illus- 
trated helps keep me in touch. Thanks 
for everything you do. 
John Scanton : 
Providence, R.I. 


John: Because of the probations placed 
on OU and OSU, it doesn’t appear that 
the Huskers will be on national televi- 
sion much this fall. The Minnesota and 
Colorado games are very likely candi- 
dates, plus the bowl game. 


TAPE DISPENSER 
Dear Huskers: 

I am looking for someone in Nebras- 
ka who can tape Nebraska games or 
replays on TV in 1989 for me. Because 
I live in Michigan, we won’t see any 
games. I would appreciate any help. Go 
Big Red! 

Alan Barnett 
Belleville, Mich. 
(313) 697-7112 


Dear Huskers: 

Now that Oklahoma and Oklahoma 
State are on probation, it will be tough 
for us die-hard Husker fans to get tapes 
of these games. I heard that both schools 
have or are close to signing contracts for 
their games to be shown on tape delay. 
If the schools both sign these contracts, 
can someone who can receive the chan- 
nels write me in the near future? I'd real- 
ly like to obtain these games and I'm 
willing to work something out with any- 
one who can help me. 

Jeff Wataha 

2020 Green 
Manhattan, KS 66502 
(913)776-8971 


ALL-TIME ARGUMENT 
Dear Huskers: 
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of 
NEBRASKA 


Boosting The Huskers 
For 
26 Great Years 


Nebraska’s Largest Donor Group 
Salutes The Cornhuskers 
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President Vice President Secretary 


Lou Roper 
Lincoln 
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Contact Don Bryant 103 South Stadium, University 
of Nebraska, Lincoln, NE 68588 (472-5959) for information. 
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In your August story “All-Time 
Greats,” you stated, “If we’ve omitted 
someone you think should have been in- 
cluded, don’t hesitate to write and let us 
know. That’s the fun of such lists.” 

That is why I am writing. 

The article says Turner Gill was 
perhaps the greatest quarterback in 
Nebraska history. I admit Turner was 
great, but as the article says, NU 
finished third nationally in his junior 


letters 
ae 


year and second in his senior year. On 
the other hand, Nebraska under Jerry 
Tagge finished first in his junior and 
senior years. Second, Jerry was an All- 
American. I do not recall Turner being 
an All-American. 

Jerry was a first-round draft choice. 
In fact, he was the seventh pick of the 
first round. He was even picked before 
the Heisman Trophy winner, Pat Sul- 
livan. What happened to Turner? He 
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played two years in Canada. How long 
did Jerry play pro ball? 

I admit they were two different types 
of quarterbacks, but Jerry gave us two 
national championships. How many did 
Turner give us? 

Statistically, Jerry produced better 
numbers in passing and total offense. 
When Turner finished his career, he was 
the No. 3 NU passer behind David 
Humm and Tagge. Turner finished 
fourth in career total offense, trailing 
only Tagge, Humm and Mike Rozier. 

Turner was a great quarterback, and 
Nebraska has had a lot of great quar- 
terbacks. But Turner Gill the greatest? 
Not in my opinion. Look at the num- 
bers. Figures do not lie. Tagge gave us 
two national titles. What did Gill give 
us? 

My final question: Who was the quar- 
terback for NU in the game that is con- 
sidered by most to be the game of the 
century? 

Those are my thoughts on your list, 
which, by the way, is a very good list 
except for quarterback. 

I enjoy your magazine very, very 
much and look forward to a very good 
and successful season. 

Jim Hoover 
Phoenix, Ariz. 


Jim: Obviously, these are intriguing 
questions that cannot be clearly an- 
swered. Just to throw a wrench in the 
works, would you say former Penn State 
QB John Shaffer was better than Gill 
just because he led PSU to the 1986 na- 
tional title? John who? It’s fun to ponder, 
but remember: ask, and ye shall 
deceive. 


BOOK CONTRIBUTORS SOUGHT 
Dear Huskers: 

With the closing of the Barry Swit- 
zer chapter in the Husker-Sooner rival- 
ry, I am seeking Husker fans to 
contribute to a book that will be a look 
at Switzer from the eyes of those who 
came in contact with him over the years. 

The gook will be a collection of anec- 
dotes about Barry Switzer. Since I have 
covered Oklahoma and Big Eight foot- 
ball throughout Switzer’s career, I will 
author the book and offer my perspec- 
tive on Switzer’s extraordinary commu- 
nication skills in areas such as recruit- 
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ing, coaching and charity work. 

Although former players and coaches 
will be contacted for input, I would also 
like for Husker fans who have come in 
contact with Switzer over the years to 
write me about their personal ex- 
periences and share their perspective of 
him. 

All letters used in the book will in- 
clude the writer’s name and hometown, 
and will become the property of the 
author. Letters should be sent to Com- 
munications by Design, PO. Box 60482, 
Oklahoma City, OK 73146-0482. The 
letter should also include a contact tel- 
ephone number should the editors need 
to clarify a story or seek additional in- 
formation. The book is scheduled for 
distribution in mid-October. 

Al Eschbach, Sports Director 
WWLS Radio Station 
Oklahoma City, Okla. 


PASSING UP THE SCORE 
Dear Huskers: 

Of course we can beat Kansas and 
Kansas State by running the ball down 
their throats. I wonder if we could beat 
them by the pass. It seems that these 
lesser opponents would be a good time 
to perfect a weaker aspect of the 
Huskers game — the pass. It would also 
make an otherwise useless game in- 
teresting and worthwhile. 

Who cares if we gain 600 yards on the 
ground against those types of teams? 
Let’s not wait until January in Miami to 
see if we can pass. 

I love Tom Osborne and his teams, 
but I also feel we need to be as depen- 
dent on the pass as we are on the run. 
We need to have our quarterbacks 
demonstrate this ability during the sea- 
son so they can have the self-confidence 
they need during crunch time. After all, 
we are perfectly willing to depend en- 
tirely on the run. Why not the pass? 
Question: Could we beat a team — any 
team — by totally passing? I wonder. 
How about you? 

David L. John 
Tucson, Ariz. 


David: The Huskers could beat 50 per- 
cent of Division I teams even if they 
went on strike against touchdowns, re- 
fused to cross the goal line and kicked 
only field goals instead. Because of ta- 


lent, Nebraska will win big whether it 
runs the option, Pro Set or Flying 
Wedge. Nebraska would plaster some 
teams by passing every single down — 
80 passes a game. But a wise old Husker 
fan recently advised, “I don’t care how 
the boys win, as long as they play fair 
and show class.” Seems like a good 


idea, doesn’t it? Let them tote the ball 
in a wheel barrow so long as they do it 
with class. 


We want to hear your comments and 
answer your questions. Address them to 
“Letters,’’ PO. Box 83222, Lincoln, NE 
6850/. @ 
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1989 Nebraska Cornhusker Football Schedule 


September 9 
September 16 
September 23 
September 30 
October 7 
October 14 
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No. Illinois 
Utah 

at Minnesota 
Oregon State 
Kansas State 
at Missouri 


October 21 at Oklahoma State 
October 28 lowa State 
November 4 at Colorado 
November 11 Kansas 
November 18 Oklahoma 


STATE OF THE HUSKERS 


By Mike Babcock 


On Schedule 


THAT'S WHAT THE NATIONAL MEDIA HAS FOCUSED ON: 
NEBRASKA'S SCHEDULE, BOTH ITS ADVANTAGES AND DISADVANTAGES. 


orthern Illinois was supposed to 

be Tulane. Check Nebraska’s 

1989 football schedule as it 
appeared in the 1983 Cornhusker media 
guide. 

There it is, in black and white: Sept. 
9 — Tulane in Lincoln. 

But if you go to Memorial Stadium 
for Nebraska’s season opener expecting 
to see Tulane, you’re in for a surprise. 

You’ll also have to cancel any 
reservations for New Orleans you might 
have to watch the Cornhuskers open 
against Tulane on the road next season. 
Nebraska’s first game in 1990 is home 
against Northern Illinois, too. 

It’s a little confusing. 

Nebraska was set to play Tulane, 
home-and-home in 1989-90, but the 
Green Wave asked out of the contract 
when Mack Brown was hired as head 
coach. 

According to Cornhusker Coach Tom 
Osborne, Brown simply “‘called up and 
didn’t want to play us. It seems like 
when you get a new coach, the guy 
starts looking at the schedule and tries 
to build in some wins” by scheduling 
weaker opponents. 

And for Tulane, that meant Rice, 
which will visit New Orleans the same 
day Northern Illinois, coached by 
former Nebraska assistant Jerry 
Pettibone, comes to Memorial Stadium 
to open Nebraska’s 100th football 
season. 

Brown, incidentally, has left Tulane 
since the schedules were changed. He’s 
now the head coach at North Carolina, 
which is coming off a 1-10 season and 
will play at Kentucky on Sept. 9. 

There’s a correlation between a team’s 
schedule and a coach’s success. 

Mike White asked Nebraska if Illinois 
could get out of games with the 
Cornhuskers in 1985 and 1986 after he 


became the Illini coach in 1980. 
However, White, who gave way to John 
Mackovic last season, was told no. 

Nebraska won the games with Illinois, 
52-25 and 59-14. So, obviously, White 
knew what he was getting into, or, more 
accurately, what he was trying to get out 
of in the Cornhusker series. 

It can work the other way, too. 

Nebraska was supposed to play Texas 
in Austin to open the 1991 season, but 
Osborne asked to drop the Longhorns. 
The Cornhuskers will open against Utah 
State in Lincoln, instead. 


Osborne says 
an easy non- 
conference 
schedule is a 
double-edged 


sword. 


Why? Well, consider that Nebraska’s 
1991 non-conference schedule originally 
looked like this: Texas at Austin, 
Arkansas in Lincoln, Washington in 
Lincoln and Arizona State in Tempe, 
“four teams, at the time, that were pretty 
doggone good,” says Osborne. 

“T said, ‘Hey, we’ll take on a couple, 
but I don’t want to play four teams like 
that going into the Big Eight season.’ It’s 
fair to play two tough opponents, or 
sometimes three” in the non-conference 
season. But four, including two on the 
road? Such a schedule would be 
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suicidal. 

The Cornhuskers are no longer 
scheduled to play Arkansas in 1991, 
either. Or in 1992. Or 1993. 

A four-year, home-and-home series 
against the Razorbacks — at their re- 
quest — has been changed. 

Nebraska is now scheduled for games 
against Colorado State in 1991 and Tem- 
ple in 1992, both at Memorial Stadium, 
and a home-and-home series against 
Texas Tech in 1993 and 1994. 

The Cornhuskers’ non-conference 
schedule in 1991 looks considerably less 
imposing than it did five years ago. Bob 
Devaney, Nebraska’s athletic director, 
laughs when reminded of what the 
schedule was before the changes. 

“Tom thought I did that to him,” 
Devaney says. “It was Jim Ross.” 

Ross, a former assistant athletic direc- 
tor, was responsible for the non- 
conference schedule while Devaney was 
head coach and athletic director. 

“We wanted to get some good teams 


1990 FOOTBALL SCHEDULE 


September 8 
September 15 
September 22 
September 29 
October 6 


Oregon State 
at Kansas State 


1991 FOOTBALL SCHEDULE 


September 7 
September 14 
September 2] 
September 28 
October 12 
October 19 
October 26 


Washington 
at Arizona State 
at Oklahoma State 


at lowa State 
Oklahoma 
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on the schedule,” says Devaney. 

“I think Jim overdid it.” 

Nebraska probably could use one or 
two such teams on its 1989 non- 
conference schedule. It’s one of the least 
attractive in recent seasons. 

In addition to Northern Illinois, the 
Cornhuskers will play Utah, Minneso- 
ta and Oregon State before opening Big 
Eight play against Kansas State in 
Memorial Stadium. Osborne will be the 
first to admit: ‘Nobody on our non- 
conference schedule is going to have 
better people. These are games, on 
paper, we have to win. 

“We should win. But I don’t think we 
can muddle through and do that. We 
have to play well to win.” 

Minnesota figures to be the toughest 
of the four non-conference opponents. 
The game is in Minneapolis, against a 
Big Ten team, plus the Gophers can’t 
have forgotten Nebraska’s last visit to the 
Metrodome in 1983 — Minnesota lost 
to the “Scoring Explosion” 84-13. 

“I would assume they have a grudge,” 
says Osborne, who was unjustly criti- 
cized afterward for running up the score 
on a Joe Salem-coached team that sim- 
ply laid down and quit. 

Northern Illinois, Utah and Oregon 
State don’t appear to be in Nebraska’s 
class, although Utah does have an All- 
American candidate at quarterback in 
Scott Mitchell. Oregon State’s rate of 
failure over the last 20 years or so has 
been surpassed only by that of Kansas 
State and Rice. The Beavers finished 
4-6-1 last fall. They haven’t won more 
than three games since 1971. 

Interestingly enough, Nebraska was 
supposed to play Oregon State last sea- 
son in Lincoln. But the schedule was 
changed during Joe Avezzano’s tenure 
as head coach from 1980 to 1986. 

The Beavers had a scheduling con- 
flict, in which they were also set to play 
Fresno State on the same day. 

Nebraska granted Oregon State’s re- 
quest to get out of the game and filled 
the open date with UNLV. 

Oregon State will return to Lincoln 
for another game next fall. 

Ideally, Nebraska would have at least 
one nationally prominent non- 
conference opponent scheduled for the 
third or fourth game. A victory against 
such an opponent, particularly if it’s tel- 


evised, enhances a team’s position 
among Top 20 voters. And early season 
impressions can be important in the race 
for a national championship. 

Still, record is the most important 
consideration in evaluating a tradition- 
al power like Nebraska, which is work- 
ing on an NCAA-record 27 consecutive 
winning seasons and has been the win- 
ningest team in Division I of the NCAA 
during the 1980s. 

“The schedule has a bearing” on win- 
ning a national title, according to Os- 
borne. “If you play USC, UCLA, Notre 
Dame and Alabama, the odds are slim 
you'll be undefeated.” 

Notre Dame, the defending national 
champion, is a case in point. The Fight- 
ing Irish will have an extremely difficult 
time repeating because of a schedule 
that includes games against Michigan, 
Penn State and Miami on the road and 
Southern Cal in South Bend. 

All four opponents are consensus Top 
10 picks in preseason rankings. 

Independents like Notre Dame, Penn 
State and Miami have unique schedul- 
ing problems — they don’t have any au- 
tomatic opponents. 

Based on its opponents’ winning per- 
centage, Florida State, another indepen- 
dent highly regarded in preseason polls, 
played the toughest 1988 schedule of any 
of The Sporting News Top 40 teams this 
fall. 

The Big Eight’s three representatives 
in that Top 40 — Nebraska, Oklahoma 
and Colorado — all had schedules that 
tanked among the easiest last season, 
mainly because the rest of the confer- 
ence was relatively weak. 

The Cornhuskers’ non-conference 
schedule included three nationally 
prominent teams — Texas A&M, 
UCLA and Arizona State, though the 
Sun Devils didn’t have a good record. 

Nebraska’s non-conference schedule 
for 1989 “doesn’t hurt,” Osborne says 
of his team’s chances of doing well na- 
tionally this season. 

“But it doesn’t help in measuring 
yourself against a very tough, traditional 
power.” 

The first of those on the schedule ap- 
pears to be Colorado, if not a tradition- 
al power, at least very tough. 

And Oklahoma certainly shouldn’t be 
overlooked, despite a new head coach 
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and all its off-season problems. The 
Sooners could surprise people. 

The Cornhuskers were No. 1 in The 
Sporting News yearbook’s preseason 
poll. ‘Thanks largely to a cushy sched- 
ule, Cornhusker Coach Tom Osborne 
finally will silence his critics by win- 
ning his first national championship,” it 
says. 

“The Cornhuskers are a potentially 
overpowering team, but a schedule that 
poses just two true tests — at Colorado 
and a home date with Oklahoma — is 
their biggest plus. 

“The remaining nine contests are lit- 
tle more than tuneups.” 

Don Heinrich’s 1989 College Football 
annual places Nebraska seventh in its 
preseason Top 20, observing: ‘“‘The 
Huskers have a schedule that looks like 
a season-long bye.” 

Al Carter, a columnist for the 
Houston Chronicle, asked recently: 
“What do you think will be the lowest 
point spread in those first eight games?” 


Osborne, no doubt, cringes when he 
hears things like that. Such attitudes can 
make playing out-manned opponents 
difficult. There’s no way to know how 
teams will perform in the fall. 

Several national magazines, including 
Street & Smith and Lindy’s, place 
Nebraska seventh in their preseason 
rankings. Athlon rates the Cornhuskers 
fourth, behind Southern Cal, Notre 
Dame and Auburn and just ahead of 
Michigan. 

The Wolverines are No. 2 behind 


Nebraska in The Sporting News rank- 
ings. “Their greatest obstacle is a sched- 
ule that lias them opening the season 
against Notre Dame and later traveling 
to UCLA, Michigan State, Iowa and II- 
linois before hosting the traditional 
grudge match against Ohio State.” 

All things being equal, schedule can 
be an important factor in determining 
the mythical national champion. 

And “‘the Cornhuskers have a tailor- 
made schedule to win the national title,” 
The Sporting News says. 
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NEBRASKA'S TRADITION HAS BEEN CARRIED 


UPON THE SHOULDERS OF SOME GUTSY PERFORMERS. 
By Dirk Maley 


ootball is not for the weak of 
FE mind or body. It is for the brave 

and the strong — those able to 
overcome bumps, bruises, injuries and 
adversity. 

It is for those willing to make in- 
dividual sacrifices in order to help their 
teams achieve great success on the 
gridiron. 

It is for players like Steve Taylor, 
Dana Brinson and Todd Millikan. . . for 
players like George Andrews and Rod 
Horn. . . for Broderick Thomas, Micah 
Heibel and Doug DuBose...and for 


Playing hurt doesn’t always 
mean playing poorly. 


numerous others who have given their 
all, plus some, for the Nebraska Corn- 
huskers. 

It is for people like Mike Rozier, the 
1983 winner of the Heisman Trophy, 
given annually to the nation’s top col- 
legiate football player. 

Without question, Rozier had tremen- 
dous athletic ability. Had he not, he 
would never have won the award. 

But he also had “heart.” And he 
showed it the afternoon of Oct. 23, 1982, 
when he came off the bench to rally the 
Huskers to a 23-19 win over the Mis- 
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Playing with Pain 


Taylor took a lot of flack from tacklers and often dressed accordingly. 


souri Tigers. 

Nearly seven years later, the game 
still stands out in many fans’ minds as 
one of the greatest displays of courage 
and determination ever turned in by a 
Nebraska football player. 

It wasn’t easy — not for Nebraska — 
not for Rozier. 

Rozier, then a junior, was sidelined by 
a painful hip pointer, and NU coaches 
weren’t sure whether Rozier would see 
action that afternoon or not. 

“As I recall going in, he was question- 
able for the game and he had not prac- 
ticed extensively during the week,’ 
offered Frank Solich, NU’s running 
backs coach. 

“He was stiff and sore. But as the 
game went on, he continued to loosen 
up on the sideline and eventually got to 
where he could go in and have the type 
of movement he expected to have and 


wanted to have in order to be effective. 

“A lot of players show a lot of courage 
every year, but that certainly was a great 
example of staying in a ball game and 
showing the toughness that Mike had.” 

Solich admitted, “‘Mike’s coming off 
the bench was a little bit of a rallying 
point for the entire team. It was a very 
hard fought football game and certain- 
ly very physical, which is very typical 
of Nebraska-Missouri football games. 

“The outcome was really very much 
in doubt and Mike did come off the 
bench and played very well.” 

Near game’s end, Rozier was unable 
to situate himself in a three-point stance. 
It was just too painful. 

Still, it didn’t stop Rozier from rush- 
ing for 139 yards. 

According to Solich, ‘“‘Mike had the 
ability to handle pain and still be able 
to play. He had the ability to stay in a 


ball game and play despite minor aches 
and pain. 

“When Mike showed up here, he was 
a very complete player. He had the size, 
the strength, the speed and the tough- 
ness right from the word go, and nor- 
mally that’s not the case with most 
players. Most players have to develop 
certain phases of their game and they 
also have to work on the toughness 
aspect. Mike was one of those rare play- 
ers who really had it all when he showed 
up. 

Solich can’t remember if Rozier ap- 
proached him and asked that he be put 
in the game, or whether he sought out 
Rozier. 

“Tm not sure who approached whom, 
but I do know this of Mike — Mike al- 
ways wanted to play, and he always 
wanted to be a part of the game. He 
never really was the type to miss prac- 
tices,” said Solich. 

‘Mike always wanted to be in the ball 
game, so it wasn’t like we had to go and 
find Mike Rozier to put him in that ball 
game. I’m sure he approached us in 
terms of wanting to go in. In fact, if I 
recall, he may have wanted to start the 
game, but we kept him out to let him 
continue to loosen up on the sideline.” 

Fans might wonder if that’s a difficult 
thing for coaches — deciding whether 
or not to play a youngster who maybe 
isn’t at full strength. 

“Really, it’s not a troublesome thing 
at all,” explained Solich. 

“It’s not controlled by us as to 
whether a player plays or not if an inju- 
ry is involved. That’s up to the doctors 
and trainers on our staff. If the player 
has a minor injury and the trainers and 
doctors say he can play, then we’re able 
to play the player. But if they say he 
should not play, then we certainly don’t 
play him. 

“It’s really not that complicated a 
process. It just comes down to whether 
or not the doctors feel he’s healthy 
enough to play and whether or not 
there’s any kind of permanent injury. If 
there is, then certainly the player would 
never be put in the ball game.’ 

Not everyone can do what Rozier did. 
Some can. Many cannot. 

“Some players just have higher 
thresholds of pain, so that’s a factor,” 
according to Solich. “Also, through 
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years of experience playing football, 
these kids see that they’re not going to 
be able to come out with every bump 
and bruise that occurs.” 

And that’s why many players never 
seem to complain about injuries, not out 
loud anyway. 

“Injuries are part of the game,” says 
Solich. “Bumps and bruises are part of 
the game. Players understand that and 
consequently they don’t make a big is- 
sue of it. If they’re able to play and con- 
tribute, then they go ahead and do it.” 

Players understand that it can be 
rough out on the football field. But they 
also realize that if they don’t wish to 
play, someone else will. 

“Football is an extremely aggressive 
game and those people who have played 
the sport know the degree of difficulty 
that’s involved in learning an offense, 
learning a defense, and being able to 
take a hit and stay in a ball game play 
after play.” offered Solich. “These play- 
ers have played year after year so they 


Playing with Pain 


Despite his small frame, Brinson 
could take a shot. 


know what to expect and they know that 
they need to respond to those kinds of 
situations and most of them learn to do 
it pretty well. 

“When you’re recruiting players, you 
certainly need to take that (toughness) 
into account. Not only do you want to 
recruit guys who have great athletic abil- 
ity, but you want to recruit guys who 
will be good, aggressive football 
players.” 

In Steve Taylor, Nebraska got a play- 
er with all those qualities. He was a 
fiery, tough competitor with lots of ath- 
letic talent. 

And having the opportunity to watch 
Taylor quarterback the Huskers during 
the 1985 to 1988 football seasons, NU 
fans learned to appreciate Taylor’s 
courage and determination. 

Put one way, Taylor took a licking, but 
kept on ticking. 

He missed just two games in three 
years as a starter for Nebraska, despite 
being ambushed by many opposing 
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defenses. 

Indeed, Taylor, now a member of the 
Edmonton Eskimos of the Canadian 
Football League, took a beating as 
Nebraska’s starting signal-caller. 

Many coaches knew that to beat 
Nebraska, they had to stop Steve Taylor. 

“TI was probably a target for three 
years,” offered Taylor. ‘““When I was 
there, we had good running backs, good 
receivers and a good offensive line, but 
for some reason teams thought that if 
they stopped No. 9, then they could beat 
Nebraska. 

“Coach (Tom) Osborne used to tell 
me, ‘They’re going to come after you, 
so be prepared.’ That was one reason I 
really worked hard in practice and kept 
my body in really good condition.” 

Taylor took a pounding several times 
over. But that’s to be expected when you 
play the likes of UCLA, South Caroli- 
na, Florida State and Arizona State, not 
to mention Big Eight opponents like Ok- 
lahoma, Oklahoma State and Missouri. 

And there was the 1987 season in 
which Nebraska played UCLA, Arizo- 
na State and South Carolina all in suc- 
cession. Talk about a tough pre-league 
schedule! 

“One thing I learned was that you 
have to be able to play with pain, espe- 
cially when you're the starting quarter- 
back and they need you in there,” said 
Taylor. “‘But when things get to where 
you’re taking too much and you can't 
play, then it’s time to go out. I was 
thankful we had Clete Blakeman be- 
cause I knew Clete could always come 
in and do a good job if I was injured. 
I never hurt my team by trying to stay 
in there too long. There are some quar- 
terbacks who try to play even if they can 
hardly walk.” 

Like Rozier, Taylor also showed his 
courage in a game against Missouri. 
Last year, the Tigers frequently blitzed 
and unloaded on Taylor. But after each 
and every hit, the youngster would pull 
himself up off the turf and head back 
to the huddle. 

Despite being harrassed all game, 
Taylor hung in there and connected with 
tight end Todd Millikan for an 82-yard 
touchdown pass. He also hit wide 
receiver Nate Turner on a 59-yard pass 
play to set up a field goal. Both plays 
were, without a doubt, the result of 
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with Pain 


Taylor’s athleticism. 

Taylor’s athleticism was very evident 
in Nebraska’s 45-42 win over UCLA 
during the 1987 football season. 

Taylor hurt his left shoulder early in 
the game, but still managed to throw five 
touchdown passes, tying a Big Eight 
record in the process. 

“When I first came to Nebraska, 
when I was up for a recruiting visit, I 
talked to Turner Gill and he said one of 
the reasons he had so much success was 
because he was so durable,” offered Tay- 
lor. “And Coach Osborne said it was 
very important for a quarterback to be 
durable in order to be successful. If 
you’re injury prone, you can never really 
get on track. One thing I did was lift 
weights. I came to Nebraska weighing 
180-some pounds, but when I left, I was 
about 206 or 207. I built up my legs arid 
my body so I could be durable. 

“Also, every time I touched the ball, 
I gave my all. When you’re running the 
ball and you’re sort of timid, it’s easier 
to get injured. And I think that was 
another reason for my success at 
Nebraska.” 

Taylor praised the efforts of NU train- 
er George Sullivan, who helped keep 
Taylor in the lineup week after week. 

Still, it was his work during the off 
season, and during the season itself, that 
helped Taylor persevere despite his 
many bumps, bruises, aches and pains. 

“I made sure before the season start- 
ed that I was in tip-top condition,” said 
Taylor. 

Taylor would run, lift weights and 
swim, all of which proved helpful. 

And the fact that he played quarter- 
back inspired Taylor to perform his ab- 
solute best, even when he wasn’t feeling 
his very best. After all, quarterback is 
a position which entails a lot of 
leadership. 

As he saw it, it was important that he 
set a good example, especially for the 
younger quarterbacks. 

“When these guys come to the 
University of Nebraska, they don’t real- 
ly understand what it takes to be a suc- 
cessful quarterback there,’ offered 
Taylor. “Anyone can go out during the 
course of a year and have one good 
game. But you have to be able to play 
well day in and day out and be able to 
take the punishment. That comes with 


the job. 

“The more I look back at my career 
at Nebraska, I think the fans had a lot 
to do with my success there. When you 
have 76,000 people pulling for you, you 
don’t want to let them down. 

But Taylor wasn’t alone in setting a 
good example for others on the team. 
Taylor indicated that numerous others, 
including former Huskers Broderick 
Thomas, Dana Brinson, Micah Heibel 
and Doug DuBose did also. Another 
player, current Husker Jake Young, an 
All-America center, earned Taylor’s 
respect for his ability to play despite 
numerous aches and pains. 

Speaking of Brinson, how about the 
courage he showed after nearly being 
decapitated in last year’s game at 
UCLA? 

Maybe you remember the play. If you 
do, I needn’t say more. If you don’t, then 
let me explain just briefly. 

Early on in the game, while attempt- 
ing to catch a pass thrown by Taylor, a 
UCLA defender stopped Brinson dead 
in his tracks, causing the youngster’s 
neck to snap in such a manner that many 
wondered if Brinson might ever play 
again. 

Not only did he play again, but he 
played later on in that very same game. 

NU receivers coach Ron Brown was 
just a few feet from where the hit oc- 
curred, and saw everything. 

_ “It was a vicious shot and I was a lit- 
tle concerned because Dana was out 
cold and they had to wake him up,” said 
Brown. 

“He played with a pretty severely 
sprained neck the rest of the game, and 
he ended up wearing a neck collar the 
rest of the season. 

““We checked it out with the doctors 
and Dana said he felt good and cog- 
nizant. We would not have put him back 
in the game if there was any danger or 
threat of hurting him further. He felt like 
he was ready to roll.” 

For such a small person, Brinson, 
5-9, 170, showed a large amount of 
courage and determination. He wanted 
to do whatever possible to help the 
Huskers achieve victory over the Bruins. 

“One thing I noticed about Dana in 
the years I coached him was that, for a 
little guy, he was packed together well.” 
offered Brown. 


“I think part of it was physiological. 
He always seemed able to bounce back 
from injuries quicker than a lot of peo- 
ple. But I also think part of it was his 
inner person — the fact that he had a 
level of courage, being his size, to go 
back out there and play. 

After the UCLA game, Brinson joked 
about the hit, telling reporters that he 
would not recommend that children take 
up football. Instead, he said, they should 
pursue golf, tennis or something just a 
bit safer. 

“Dana tends to be the kind of guy 
who doesn’t get real wound up about 
anything,” said Brown. “He doesn’t get 
tense about anything. He isn’t the kind 
of guy who worries or gets afraid. He 
takes things with a grain of salt and 
keeps on rolling. In that sense, that part 
of his attitude really helped when it 
came to overcoming injuries. A lot of 
guys tend to worry and wonder if they’re 
going to get better or whether it’ll hap- 
pen again, and I think they really slow 
down the healing process. Dana had the 
tendency to relax and joke about it.” 

Brown also had the opportunity to 
coach another tough and courageous 
player in Millikan, a 10th-round pick of 
the National Fooball League’s Chicago 
Bears. (Brinson, by the way, was taken 
by the San Diego Chargers earlier in the 
draft.) 

Millikan played with pain and dis- 
comfort for much of his career at 
Nebraska. 

In fact, a hamstring injury bothered 
him all of the 1988 football season. And 
he was slowed by injuries much of the 
1987 season as well. 

““We could never run Todd in the 
40-yard dash when he was here,” ac- 
knowledged Brown. “He didn’t get 
timed very much just because there was 
always something nagging him, even in 
the off season.” 

Even so, ‘there were times we had to 
limit what Todd could do in practice,” 
said Brown. ‘‘He approached practices 
like he approached games. He practiced 
with tremendous tenacity and we always 
had to slow him down. We had to take 
him out sometimes because he’s the kind 
of guy who wants to go 100 percent all 
the time and not rest enough. 

“I have a tremendous amount of 
respect for Todd because he was able to 
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play through a lot of nagging injuries 
and yet still be a very effective player.” 

Millikan’s personality, however, was 
much different than Brinson’s. 

“Dana had such a flexible and relaxed 
attitude about things, and he tended to 
heal up quickly,’ explained Brown, 
“Todd didn’t heal up quickly, but he 
fought through the injuries just because 
he was so determined to play on Satur- 
day and so determined to play well. And 
Todd never complained. You never 
heard Todd Millikan complain. He just 
went out and did his job.” 

Like Millikan, current Husker Jeff 
Mills knows what it's like to be plagued 
with nagging injuries. Mills, an outside 
linebacker from Montclair, N.J., has 
suffered from a shoulder problem much 
of his career. The injury was especially 
bothersome his sophomore year, yet it 
couldn’t keep Mills out of the Husker 
lineup. 

And like Millikan, Mills has never 
been one to complain about any pain or 


discomfort. 

And he’s certainly not about to miss 
practice. No way. 

“T just feel like I have too much to ac- 
complish,’ says Mills, a senior who 
finished the 1988 season as NU’s sixth 
leading tackler. 

“By me missing practice, I’m miss- 
ing out on what I have to do. I try not 
to fall into bad habits like that. 

“Last year, I was a little healthier. I 
worked hard — lifting weights, swim- 
ming and things like that — to strength- 
en my shoulder. 

“T can only reiterate what Steve (Tay- 
lor) said — that working hard in the off 
season is the key to the whole season. 
And it’s not only a case of working hard 
in the off season, but continuing that 
hard work during the season itself. 
That’s really the key,” 

For Mills, it’s really no big deal to 
play with bumps and bruises. 

The way he sees it, “If you can dish 
it out, then you’ve got to be able to take 


it. 

“That’s the name of the game.”’ 

It’s like Solich said, and it’s worth 
repeating a second time, ‘‘Injuries are 
part of the game. Bumps and bruises are 
part of the game. Players understand that 
and consequently they don’t make a big 
issue of it. If they’re able to play and 
contribute, then they go ahead and do 
it.” 

Nebraskans should feel mighty proud 
of the youngsters who have represented 
the Cornhuskers’ through the 
years. . .people like Mike Rozier, Steve 
Taylor, Dana Brinson and Todd 
Millikan, 

They, along with people like Mills, 
are very special. 

They’re the few, the proud, and the 
very, very tough. 

They’re winners, each and every one, 
and for that they shall forever be 
remembered. 

Yes Husker fans, you have good rea- 
son to be proud...very proud. 
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HUSKER HOOPS 
SS SS ee eee 
By Mike Babcock 


An Idea Whose Time Has Come 


NU’S BASKETBALL HALL OF FAME GETS OFF 
THE GROUND, HEADING FOR A POWER SLAM. 


been the best basketball player ever 

to wear a Nebraska uniform. 

He could score. He led Nebraska in 
scoring for two seasons and ranks sixth 
on the school’s all-time list, just 30 
points behind Tom Baack, a former 
teammate who’s fifth. 

Baack, an outstanding player himself, 
will tell you Lantz was as good as any 
basketball player Nebraska has had. 

“When you play with somebody, 
know them real well and they become 
one of your best friends, you’re a little 
prejudiced in your evaluation,’ says 
Baack. “But Stuart played in the pros 
for eight years, and Nebraska’s never 
had anybody do that. So I don’t see how 
you can argue he’s not the best. 

“He’s also a great person. We’ve 
stayed in touch and remain very good 
friends. Stu hasn’t changed a bit.” 

Baack marveled at Lantz’s versatility. 

“He could play forward; he could play 
guard; he could shoot; he could handle 
the ball. He even played center for us 
one year for three weeks when Willie 
Campbell sprained an ankle.” 

Lantz ranks fifth among Cornhuskers 
in career scoring average — 16.9 points 
per game over three seasons. 

Despite being listed as a guard, at 6-3, 
he’s ninth on Nebraska’s all-time re- 
bounding list. Lantz led the Corn- 
huskers in rebounding all three of his 
seasons, in fact. 

And he could play a pressing defense 
that contributed to the highest-scoring 
teams in Nebraska history. When Lantz 
played, the Cornhuskers pressed, ran 
fastbreaks, averaged nearly 80 points a 
game and rarely lost on their home 
F . court in the Coliseum. 

Nee’s support helps make the hall a reality. His sophomore year, Nebraska 
finished second in the Big Eight, with 


ES for inch, Stuart Lantz might have 
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a 20-5 record, and was ranked as high 
as ninth in the nation during the season. 

That team was one of the most excit- 
ing in Cornhusker history. 

You could build a pretty good case for 
it being the best, though Lantz refuses 
to be drawn into what he considers 
pointless speculation. 

“T don’t see how anybody could say 
that. We had a pretty good team but you 
can’t compare, say One team’s greater 
than another,” says Lantz, who owns an 
electronic components business in 
Carlsbad, Calif., and works with Chick 
Hearn on the telecasts and broadcasts 
of Los Angeles Lakers’ games. 

“The athletes are so much better these 
days,” Lantz says. 

Maybe so. But the 1965-66 Corn- 
huskers were as good as any. Lantz, 
Baack, Nate Branch, Willie Campbell, 
Grant Simmons, Fabulous Fred 
Hare... 

Lantz, a third-round draft pick of the 
then-San Diego Rockets, played eight 
seasons in the NBA before a back inju- 
ry convinced him it was time to retire. 

During the 1970-71 season, he was 
San Diego's No. 2 scorer behind Elvin 
Hayes, averaging 20.6 points. 

Statistics aside, few players at Nebras- 
ka, or anywhere else for that matter, 
were as intensely competitive as Lantz. 
He hated to lose. 

No one enjoys losing, but “I could 
never accept losing,” Lantz says of the 
characteristic that distinguishes the best 
— the Larry Birds, the Magic Johnsons, 
the “players who do whatever it takes 
to win, who aren’t interested in who gets 
second place.” 

Lantz was “highly motivated to do 
well,” according to Baack. 

“Stuart was a character. Yes he was. 
He had unbelievable confidence in him- 
self, not cockiness, not conceit. Every- 
body on that team had it, but Stuart 
maybe a little more,’ Baack says. “It 
wasn’t false cockiness, though. A lot of 
times people will say things and do 
things because they’re not really sure of 
themselves. 

“But Stuart didn’t have to say any- 
thing. He just had that look about him. 
He was ready to play every game.” 

Lantz began his broadcast career do- 
ing commentary on regional telecasts of 
college basketball games. 


Husker Hoops 


Arguably Nebraska's best 
ever, Lantz heads up the 
charter Hall list. 


He subsequently became a television 
commentator for the San Diego Clip- 
pers, formerly the Buffalo Braves, and 
later worked on the University of 
Nevada-Las Vegas basketball telecasts. 

That’s when Lantz met Hearn, the 
“Voice of the Lakers.” 

Hearn recommended him for the Lak- 
ers’ job, left open when Keith Erickson 
retired after seven years. 

The only drawback to the job is the 
travel, says Lantz, who lives in San Die- 
go with his wife Linda and three chil- 
dren: Todd, Kristin and Shane. 

“T liked Stu the very first time I 
worked with him. I think he’s exception- 
al, as good as anybody I’ve ever had. 
He’s not afraid to speak up and give his 
view. He’s not a yes man, and I like 
that,” Hearn once told a columnist for 
the Los Angeles Times. 

“His knowledge of the game is su- 
perb, and he’s always well-prepared.” 

That’s Lantz, all right. 
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They don’t come any better. 

Whether or not Lantz was the best 
basketball player in Nebraska history is 
subject for continuing debate. He most 
definitely was one of the best, which is 
why he was among I! former Corn- 
huskers selected as charter members of 
Nebraska’s Basketball Hall of Fame. 

The Il were honored at halftime of 
last season's Iowa State game. 

Impetus for the Hall of Fame came 
from Jerry Solomon, a Cornhusker 
booster. After receiving the go-ahead 
from the Nebraska athletic department, 
Solomon secured financial support from 
Jack Bach, Dale Herman and Dale Jen- 
sen, and the project was on its way. 

The Nebraska Rebounders Club 
serves as sponsor of the Hall of Fame, 
along with the athletic department. 

“We appreciate what Jerry Solomon 
and his people did to get this project off 
the ground. Without their support, I’m 
not sure we'd have ever been able to get 
it started’ Cornhusker basketball coach 
Danny Nee said in announcing the for- 
mation of the Hall of Fame. 

“We're excited about the Hall of Fame 
and feel that it’s a great way to honor 
the players of the past who have been 
so important to the program.” 

Plans are to add two or three to the 
Hall of Fame each year, with induction 
ceremonies scheduled to coincide with 
the alumni game, played for the first 
time prior to last season. 

“That way all the Nebraska basketball 
alums can get together at least once a 
year,” said Nee. 

In addition to Lantz, the charter mem- 
bers of the Cornhusker Basketball Hall 
of Fame included six players who 
received All-American recognition and 
Coach Harry Good, who directed 
Nebraska to shares of Big Seven Con- 
ference championships in 1949 and 
1950. 

Good coached at Nebraska from 1947 
through 1954 and had a record of 86-99. 
His 1948-49 team defeated Oklahoma in 
a playoff to advance to the NCAA dis- 
trict tournament, where it lost to even- 
tual NCAA runner-up Oklahoma A&M. 

The All-Americans were Sam Carri- 
er, Nebraska’s first in 1913; Don 
Maclay; Steve Hokuf; George Wahl- 
quist; Robert Parsons; and James 
Buchanan. 


Carrier led teams coached by Jumbo 
Stiehm to Missouri Valley Conference 
titles in 1912 and 1913. 

Maclay, a center, was an All- 
American for Coach C.T. Black’s 1931 
team, 

Hokuf, who earned All-American 
recognition in 1933 for a team coached 
by W.H. Browne, was an outstanding 
multi-sport athlete and also is a mem- 
ber of the Nebraska Football Hall of 
Fame. 

Wahlquist and Parsons, both guards, 
played in the 1930s, Wahlquist from 
1933 to 1936 and Parsons from 1936 to 
1938. The 1937 team shared the Big Six 
championship with Kansas. 

The other inductees into the Nebras- 
ka Basketball Hall of Fame were 
Mathias “Mutt” Volz, an All-Missouri 
Valley Conference guard; Claude 
Retherford, an All-Big Seven guard; and 
Chuck Jura, an All-Big Eight center. 

Retherford was a key performer on 
Good's 1949 Big Seven championship 
team and ranks 21st on Nebraska’s all- 
time scoring list with 814 points. He was 
nicknamed “The Holster Kid” for a 
shoot-from-the-hip technique. 

Retherford played professionally with 
the Sheboygan Redskins and the Indi- 
anapolis Jets. 

Jura ranks seventh on Nebraska’s all- 
time scoring list with 1,255 points. He’s 
one of only four players in school his- 
tory to average more than 20 points a 
game during a season — 21.2 in 1971-72 
— and ranks fourth on the Cornhuskers’ 
career rebounding list. He pulled down 
305 rebounds his senior season, a 
school record. 

Jura went on to a successful pro 
basketball career in Europe. 

Buchanan, a guard, played for Good 
from 1950 to 1952, scoring 821 career 
points, a school record at the time. He 
was the first Cornhusker to score 400 
points during his career. 

He wore jersey No. 13 — so did 
Retherford — and when he completed 
his career at Nebraska, the Lincoln 
Journal described him as “perhaps the 
best player in Cornhusker history.” 

That’s open to question, of course. 

But it makes for interesting conver- 
sation among Nebraska basketball fans, 
and it underscores the need for a Corn- 
husker Basketball Hall of Fame. 
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PREDICTIONS 


It's Easy: Huskers Romp 


Roger Stanton, Football News: “In 
our college preview issue, Nebraska is 
No. 1. This is the year Tom Osborne has 
waited for. I’m looking for Nebraska to 
play and beat Notre Dame in the Orange 
Bowl for the national title. 

“I’m not saying this just because of 
the schedule. That’s part of it since 
Nebraska plays non-conference teams 
that should not cause any trouble. But 
Nebraska has plenty of talent — they’re 
young but experienced — and a top 
coach in Osborne. 

“Frankly, I'll withhold judgment on 
the job Jerry Pettibone is doing at 
Northern Illinois because they play a 
non-discript schedule year in and year 
out. In contrast, Louisville is obvious- 
ly making great strides because they’re 
playing and beating some solid teams. 
Still, Northern Illinois is decent. 
Nebraska by four touchdowns. 

“But you know what happens. 
Coaches don’t want to run up the score, 
but when the second-teamers come in 
they want to make a good impression. 
And when the third-teamers come in 
they want to make a good impression. 
It could get wild.” 

(Editor’s note: Stanton is editor/pub- 
lisher of Football News, celebrating its 
50th anniversary this year. A 27-year 
veteran at the magazine, Stanton will 
serve as national analyst for all Husker 
games.) 

Mike Fuehrer, Norfolk Daily News, 
Norfolk, Neb.: ‘“‘Nebraska will be in- 
experienced in several areas, particular- 
ly at quarterback, when the season 
begins. But the Huskers have three quar- 


Fuehrer 


Roger Stanton 


terbacks who should be able to prove 
themselves quickly. Gerry Gdowski has 
an edge for the first game. If he can’t 
get the job done, look for Mickey 
Joseph or Mike Grant to come in and 
finish the work. 

“On defense, the Huskers have holes 
to fill, particularly in the secondary but, 
like in previous years, Nebraska has a 
tradition to reload, not rebuild. Don’t 
expect Nebraska to take what appears 
to be a weak football schedule for grant- 
ed. Several positions will be up for 
grabs so look for the top two units to 
go 100 percent and really fight it out. 
Til go with NU 56-0.” 

Chuck Green, Daily Nebraskan, 
Lincoln, Neb.: ‘‘Needless to say, the 
Huskers are happy to have Northern II- 
linois as the season opener. A lot of 
questions face the Cornhuskers as they 
head into the season, especially at quar- 
terback and the secondary. It will be 
nice for NU to have a breather right off 


Green 


Martinez 


the bat, but at the end of a game like 
this, a lot of questions could remain for 
Coach Osborne. This game could get 
ugly and fans could get an early look 
at future Nebraska stars. 

“Northern Illinois does have 14 start- 
ers coming back from last year’s 7-4 
team, so there’s probably a lot of opti- 
mism heading into this year and Jerry 
Pettibone is a good coach. Hopefully, 
the Huskies won't put their entire sea- 
son into this game. If they do, they'll be 
awfully disappointed. Nebraska will 
probably win this one big, somewhere 
around 66-10. If Northern Illinois can 
avoid injuries in this game, it should be 
able to compete with the rest of its 
schedule, but the rest of the schedule is 
nowhere near the caliber of Nebraska.” 

Jon Ryan, Columbus Daily Tele- 
gram, Columbus, Neb.: “The Nebras- 
ka Cornhuskers should start their season 
in typical fashion as they face Northern 
Illinois. The Huskers, just because of 
their sheer advantage in numbers and 
their abilty to get repetitions in early in 
the year will have a definite advantage 
over the teams on the non-conference 
slate. Nebraska has a 27-season con- 
secutive winning streak going. This 
year, they'll stretch it to 28. After los- 
ing Steve Taylor, Nebraska will be look- 
ing for new players to lead the offense. 
Gerry Gdowski has an advantage in 
strength and Mickey Joseph should be 
the backup. The front line has good ta- 
lent. Overall, Nebraska has a good mix- 
ture of speed and strength coming back 
this year. My pick is Nebraska 56, 
Northern Illinois 13,” 


Ryan 
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Brad Fuqua, Grand Island In- 
dependent, Grand Island, Neb: 
“There’s no question who will win the 
Nebraska-Northern Illinois game. The 
question is: how well will Nebraska’s 
question marks perform? 

“Expect Gdowski, Grant, and Joseph 
to all see playing time at quarterback. 
The QBs will be involved in at least half 
of the Husker scores. Ken Clark will 
have to be stopped by the Husky secon- 
dary all day, but watch out for a line- 
backer named Ron Delisi. He is one of 
NI’s best players and could cause some 
problems. Former NU recruiter Jerry 
Pettibone has to replace a quarterback 
named Taylor, just like the Huskers. 
NI’s new quarterback will have a warm- 
up game against Cal State-Fullerton but 
it won’t matter. 

“The Black Shirts should only give 
up points on field goals and last-minute 
touchdowns. NU’s defense holds some 
of the team’s biggest question marks, but 
they should be answered in this game. 
NI simply can’t compete against 
Nebraska. This will be a close game for 
about five minutes. The final score will 
be Nebraska 56, Northern Illinois 13.” 

John Martinez, North Platte Tele- 
graph, North Platte, Neb.: “‘Nebras- 
ka, ranked No. | in some major national 


publications, should easily power past | 


Northern Illinois. This game is a good 
one to begin the season because it will 
give Coach Osborne a chance to evalu- 
ate and test the new quarterbacks. 

“Unfortunately for Northern Illinois, 
there will be no possible way to hold the 
score down with all of Nebraska’s play- 
ers trying to earn a starting job. It looks 
like a long day for the Huskies. I’ll say 
Nebraska will win the game, 55-0.” 

Jeff Shearer, KDUH-TV, Scotts- 
bluff, Neb.: ‘This game looks to be an 
easy Nebraska win. In fact, this is the 
ideal way for the Huskers to begin the 
1989 season. Everybody on the team 
will see lots of playing time against 
Northern Illinois. 

“A game like this gives the coaches 
a chance to work out the kinks in the 
offense. Osborne will be looking at how 
Gdowski handles the spotlight. This one 
will be decided by halftime. The 
Huskies can’t possibly pose a threat to 
the Huskers. Nebraska 49, Northern 
Illinois, 6.” 
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SCOUTING REPORT 


By Mark Owens 


Northern Illinois Huskies 


Northern Illinois’ looks can be de- 
ceiving. 

On one hand, the Huskies have lost 
14 of their last 15 confrontations against 
modest Ball State, including a current 
four-game winless stretch. Looking at 
that statistic, Nebraska fans may think 
this game a cakewalk. But there is 
another side to Northern Illinois. 

In 1986, Northern Illinois played Mi- 
ami (Fla.) fairly close for most of the 
game, before losing to Vinny Testaver- 
de and friends 37-0. Last year, the 
Huskies shocked Big Ten member Wis- 
consin with a 19-17 upset. NI has proved 
it can play with the big boys. 

Former NU assistant Jerry Pettibone 
will lead the Huskies into Memorial 
Stadium, and Husker linebacker Chris 
Caliendo’s younger brother Cary will 
start at defensive end for NI. This game 
is a reunion for those two Huskies. 

Like Nebraska, the Huskies lost their 
star quarterback (Marshall Taylor) to 
graduation. Taylor finished his career 
second on the Huskie career total 
offense chart. Either Stacey Robinson 
(6-0, 188, jr.) or Rob Rugai (6-1, 183, 
so.) will try to fill the void left by Tay- 
lor, but neither has earned a letter. Af- 
ter opening the season against Cal 
State-Fullerton, they will have some ex- 
perience, but not much. 

Adam Dach (6-0, 210, so.) is NI’s star 
on offense. Last year, Dach led all fresh- 
man fullbacks in yardage (192 carries for 
906 yards) and earned recognition on 
The Sporting News freshman All- 
America team. At right halfback, senior 
Antonio Davis (6-0, 192) has over 1,000 
career yards and needs only 667 yards 
to break into the Huskie career Top 10. 

The receiving corps is the strength on 
the offense. A battle is on between Kurt 
Cassidy (6-3, 189, jr.) and Mark Clan- 
cy (5-9, 158, jr.) for the starting split end 
job. Cassidy finished second last year 
in receiving (12 catches for 159 yards 
and one score), while Clancy led the 
team in that category (13 grabs for 315 
yards). Clancy averaged 24.2 yards per 
catch in °88, the best Huskie average 
since 1957. Claude Royster (6-4, 206, 


Coach Jerry Pettibone 


jr.) may be light but he pulled down nine 
receptions last year, the most for a tight 
end since 1985. 

Northern Illinois’ offensive line is big, 
young and experienced. Right guard Joe 
Gucwa (6-4, 251) is the lone senior of 
the group and is one of the Huskie 
captains. 

One of the main reasons for last year’s 
7-4 mark was a stingy defense. In eight 
games, the opposition was held to 18 
points or less. Seven starters return to 
give the Huskies reason for optimism in 
89, 

The two defensive tackles are standout 
players. Ted Hennings (6-4, 267, sr.) 
posted 76 tackles last season and is la- 
beled a definite pro prospect. Rodney 
Akis (6-0, 237, sr.) brings a streak of 15 
consecutive starts into this game. He has 
logged the strongest bench press on the 
team at 403 pounds. On the right end, 
Caliendo (6-3, 242, jr.) has led the team 
in quarterback sacks the last two years. 

Ron Delisi (5-11, 220, sr.) recorded 
171 tackles in *88, and the NI coaching 
staff believes he is a contender for the 
Butkus Award. The rest of the lineback- 
ing corps is solid. 

In the secondary, cornerback Brett 
Tucker (6-0, 193, sr.) made the AP 
honorable mention All-America squad 
last year after recording 70 stops and 


five thefts. Kevin Cassidy (6-4, 184, jr.) 
led the secondary with 84 tackles last 
season and also had four pickoffs. In the 
Huskies’ 4-4-3 defense, a lot of pressure 
will be on these two players. 

Strengths: Northern Illinois returns 
15 starters. Kicker John Ivanic was 
tabbed preseason All-America by The 
Sporting News. Hennings, Akis and 
Delisi give the Huskies a solid middle 
on defense. 

Weaknesses: Depth is a concern in 
the backfield and an inexperienced 
quarterback won’t help the Huskies. 

Key Matchups: The Husker full- 
backs against the Northern Illinois 
defensive interior. This should be very 
interesting to watch. 

Statistically: Taylor accounted for all 
of Northern Illinois’ passing yardage last 
year. Delisi is the nation’s No. 3 return- 
ing tackler. 

Players to Watch: Dach, Clancy and 
Cassidy on offense, plus Delisi, Hen- 
nings and Akis on defense. 

Next Week: After taking a week off, 
the Huskies travel to Manhattan to face 
Kansas State. 


Nebraska vs. 
Northern Illinois 


_ When: 1:30, p.m. (Central), 
Saturday, Sept. 9, 1989. 

Where: Memorial | Stadium, Lin- 
coln, Neb. 

F Media. Coverage: Husker Foot- 
ball Radio Network and Northern 
Tllinois Football Network (flagship 
WLBE-AM i in DeKalb). 

_ Huskie Facts: Coach — Jerry 
Pettibone (Oklahoma, 1963) enters 
his fifth season at Northern Illinois 
with a 18-25-1 record. School 
Colors — Cardinal and Black. 
Nickname — Huskies. Conference 
— Major Independent. Basic 
‘Offense — Wishbone. Basic defense 
— Four-Four. 

The Series: This is the first 
meeting. i 
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COACHES’ EVALUATION 
ee 


Young But Talented 


Tom Osborne: “We're just not as ex- 
perienced as we’ve been sometimes in 
the past. We lost 12 starters, and 11 of 
those were All-Big Eight players, so we 
not only have to replace a lot of people, 
we have to replace a lot of very talented 
people. 

“T feel good about the quarterback sit- 
uation. We have good athletes, and, 
overall, the quarterbacks played well in 
the spring. They just need a little time 
to get stability. 

“T think our running backs should be 
the strong point of our team. And the 
receivers should be fairly strong, but the 
big concern is developing depth in the 
offensive line. 

“IT have been pleased with the 
progress of some of our main people 
(Tom Punt, Jim Wanek, Bill Bobbora, 
John Roschal), but we really need some 
backup people to come through. Right 
now, it’s the area that needs the most im- 
provement. 

“Obviously, there are some gaps to 
plug on defense. But we have some 
talented linebackers, and the secondary 
has some good athletes, some kids who 
can really run. They’re just not ex- 
perienced. Reggie Cooper is a pretty 
good player to build your secondary 
around. There’s not much in the way of 
experience with our backups there, so 
injuries could be a key. 

“Kent Wells could be a dominating 
player this year as a senior. And we’ve 
got some other tackles coming back 
who've got starting experience. Overall, 
we have a total of five people in the line 
coming back with some kind of start- 
ing experience. 

“Of course, it’s very important we 
have an effective kicking game, and that 
will be a prime concern because John 
Kroeker had punted for us for three 
years. He may have been just as valua- 
ble to our success last year as some of 
those starters who graduated and won 
those awards. 

“It’s always encouraging to receive a 
high preseason ranking. That reflects 
well on the players, coaches and the 
program. 

“T hope the media people are right 
picking us that high. But it still comes 


down to the basics. We’ve got to prove 
those expectations are right by what we 
do on the field. Essentially, we’re try- 
ing not to focus on the outside things we 
have no control over such as the rank- 
ings, the schedule and what’s happened 
in the Big Eight Conference. If we make 
steady improvement throughout the 
year, good things should happen. 


CORNHUSKER 2-DEEP 


OFFENSE 


SE 19 Morgan Gregory 

81 Chip Bahe 

78 Tom Punt 

77 Terry Eyman 

66 Jim Wanek 

54 Chris O'Gara 

68 Jake Young 

58 David Edeal 

64 John Roschal 

69 Bill Bobbora 

70 Doug Glaser 

73 Steve Engstrom 
85 Monte Kratzenstein 
89 William Weshington 6- 
14 Gerry Gdowski 
2 Mickey Joseph 
29 Bryan Carpenter 
25 Sam Schmidt 

32 Ken Clark 

23 Leodis Flowers 
21 Richard Bell 

22 Nate Turner 


DEFENSE 


OLB 42 Jeff Mills 
93 Travis Hill 
LT 56 Joe Sims 
Paul Brungardt 
Mike Murray 
Pat Engelbert 
Kent Wells 
Le Andre Anderson 
Mike Croel 
Dan Svehla 
Randall Jobman 
Mike Petko 
Pat Tyrance 
Chris Caliendo 
Bruce Pickens 
45 Jon Crippen 
RCB 5 Tahaun Lewis 
3 Tyrone Legette 
SS. 17 Reggie Cooper 
24 Curtis Cotton 
FS 26 Marvin Sanders 
8 Tyrone Byrd 


170 sr. 
285 jr. 
265 jr. 
255 jr. 
270 sr. 
270 sr. 
285 jr. 
250 jr. 
265 sr. 
295 sr. 
285 so. 
225 sr. 
245 fr. 
190 sr. 
175 so. 
205 jr. 
225 sr. 
200 sr. 
200 so. 


> On O_O % 
On NON 


VON WOWA 


RAAAMAKRAAAARAXKD 
580 =a ates 


5.11 190 sr. 
5.11 170 fr. 


(Preseason 2-Deeps are tentative and could 
change dramatically by kickoff.) 


“Whether we’re playing Northern II- 
linois or a team in the Top 10, the sea- 
son opener is always going to be a 
concern because of the unknowns, and 
we'll probably be playing more inex- 
perienced people than we have in the 
past few years. Norther Illinois is com- 
ing off a winning season, so they know 
what it takes to win, and a victory over 
Nebraska would be highly valued. 

“I expect a great effort from them, 
and we'll need to do the same.” 


HUSKIES 2-DEEP 


OFFENSE 


SE 88 Kurt Cassidy 

2 Mark Clancy 
79 Chad Bullock 
68 Robbie Russell 
66 Joe Gucwa 

65 Darin Buchanan 
5] Eric Wenckowski 
50 Mike Westrick 
74 Scott Elliot 

54 Ken Williams 
64 Eric Fiene 
69 Steve Thompson 
82 Claude Royster 
93 Bob Kolowski 

7 Stacey Robinson 
Tl Rob Rugai 
45 Adam Dach 

35 Chris Montgomery 
32 Tyrone Isaac 
38 Brett Schroeder 
33 Antonio Davis 
13 Mike Strasser 


DEFENSE 


LE 59 Scott Van Bellinger 
62 Mike Jordan 

{T 99 Ted Hennings 
76 Eric White 

RT 57 Rodney Akis 
91 Phil Bucaro 


190 ir. 
160 ir 
280 jr. 
260 sr. 
250 sr. 
280 so. 
260 jr. 
240 so. 
260 jr. 
280 fr. 
270 jr. 
240 so. 
210 ir 
be 220 in 
6-0 190 jr. 
6-1 180 so. 
6-0 210 so. 
5-9 200 jr. 
6-0 190 fr. 
6-0 180 so. 
6-0 190 sr. 
5-9 180 jr. 


PRAARRAAARAAAAARAY 
RORWAWWOWEN WO 


LHB 
RHB 


220 so. 
220 so. 
270 sr. 
250 so. 
240 so. 
240 sr. 
RE 86 Cary Caliendo 240 jr. 
94 Tim Green 

39 James Randall 


6- 
6- 
6- 
6- 
6- 
6- 
6- 
6-2 230 jr. 
6- 

15 Paul Rogan 6- 
6 
6- 
5- 
6- 
5- 
6- 
6- 
6- 


2 
210° jr. 
190 jr. 
49 Nick Jones 220 so. 
97 Steve Kurtz 2 
46 Ron Delisi 2 
52 James Matlock 2 
44 Patrick Bryant 
34 Steve Christian 
LC 36 Brett Tucker 
41 Jeff Geary 
FS 16 Kevin Cassidy 
28 Tom Rhomberg 
RC 42 Earl Upton 5-11 180 jr. 
12 Rufus Taylor 6-0 180 sr. 


(Preseason 2-Deeps are tentative and could 
change dramatically by kickoff.) 


00 fr. 
20 sr. 
20 jr. 
190 sr. 
190 so. 
190 sr. 
0 180 so. 
6-4 180 jr. 
6-4 180 fr. 


6 
4 
4 
3 
0 
2 
3 
2 
2 
0 
-} 
2 
] 


1 


2 
9 
2 
0 
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The Early Years (1890-1915) 
Bugeator, Corkuskow aud Stielan Roller 


Setting the Stage (1949-1961) 
Great Players - Bowl Bid 


Roaring Outo Prominence (1916-1928) 
Memorial Stadia Dedication 


Youcan share in the first 100 years of University of Nebraska 
football with a distinctive set of reproductions of seven historic 
paintings prepared by nationally renowned sports artist, Ted 
Watts. 

The series of seven montage style paintings feature many of 
the Huskers’ most noteworthy gridiron personalities and note- 
worthy events, The works commemorate a century of gridiron 
excellence from the first university team in 1890, known then 
as the “Old Gold Knights", up to Tom Osborne's outstanding 
teams of the 1980s, 

The University has commissioned graphic tributes, printed 
from Watts’ paintings. Full color prints are available to the 
public in a choice of two limited edition set sizes. The "Elite" 
edition is available in 100 sets of seven prints on 24"x 20" art 
print paper at a cost of $2,000,00 per set. The "Standard" edition 
is available in 1,000 sets of seven prints on 20"x 15” art print 
paper at acost of $200.00 per set. All prints in both editions are 
hand-signed and numbered by the artist in the traditional 
manner, 

In addition, the "Elite" edition prints featuring Bob Devaney 
and Tom Osborne are individually signed by the coaches. 


Husker Stock Rises (1929-1936) 
Six Conference Chantpo te Eight Year 


You may order cither or both sets by using the attached Art 
Print Order Form. Mail your order, along with the payment to: 
The University of Nebraska, P.O. Box 82848 , Lincoln, 
Nebraska 68501-2848. Packaging and mailing costs are in- 
cluded in the cost. 


Counting Up Roses (1937-1948) 
Fixst Hebraska Bow! Game 


"Legend Sheets" 

A set of legend sheets scompanics each art print set. Each sheet 
contains a brief history of the cra depicted in one of the paintings, an 
identification drawing of each personality or event depicted and a brief 
statistical review. Don Bryant has provided the written history, 

Sports artist Ted Watts is profiled on a separate biography sheet. 

Esch set of prints is bound in an attractive portfolio envelope. 


Tle Ton Ooboue Exo (1973-1989) 
Twa Decades of Greatness 


“Elite” Edition Signed by Tom Osbome 


The Boh Devaney Era (1962-1972) 
Back to Back ational Champs 


“Elite” Edition Signed by Bob Devaney 


Please enter my order for "100 Years of Nebraska Football" full-color limited edition art 100 Years of Nebraska Football Art Print Sets 


print set(s), as indicated below! I understand that orders are processed on a "first-come 
first-served" basis. My check ormoney order payable to; The University of Nebraska is 


enclosed for my print set(s). 


Check Appropriate Box(es) 


Please enter my order for___ set(s) of "100 Years of Nebraska Football" in the 


"Standard" size of 15"x 12" at $200.00 per set. 


"Standard" Total 


% The University of Nebraska 
P.O. Box 82848 
Lincoln, Nebraska 68501-2848 


Name: 
Address: 


City, State & Zip: 


Please entermy order for__set(s) of "100 Years of Nebraska Football" in the "Elite" Telephone: 
size of 24"x 20" at $2,000.00 per set. 


"Elite" Total 


My check or money order for art reproductions is enclosed! 


TOTAL, 


Packaging and delivery expenses are included in the cost of the print sets. 


If my order request cannot be filled, I will be notified and my check or money 
order will be retumed. 


CONFIDENTIALLY 


Wedding bells brought together two 
of the best runners in Nebraska high 
school history when NU senior quarter- 
back Gerry Gdowski and NU distance 
running ace Sammie Resh were married 
in late August. Gdowski, a high school 
Athlete of the Year at Fremont High, 
was a state champ in the 200, 400 and 
800, while Resh won state titles in the 
800, 1,600 and 3,200. Resh is now one 
of the top runners for the Nebraska 
women’s cross country team as well as 
the women’s indoor and outdoor track 
team. “I can keep up with her for 
awhile, but her distance training gives 
Sammie an edge after about a mile,” 
Gdowski said. 

NU senior wingback Richard Bell 
married Avis Jackson, his high school 
sweetheart, in Los Angeles in July. 
“She’s learning that Nebraska has a bit 
of a different pace than L.A.; she loves 
Lincoln,” Bell said. 

NU senior middle guard Junior 
Monarrez appears healed from his 
broken leg last spring. He may be need- 
ed as Brian Edgren, who finished the 
spring at No. 2 middle guard has quit 
the team. 

More than 60 percent of the varsi- 
ty, including almost 100 percent of the 
starters, worked out daily in the sum- 
mer conditioning program. 

NU Coach Tom Osborne said that 
one recruit, Daryl Green, had not quali- 
fied for eligibility via the NCAA's 
Proposition 48, Green was reportedly 
transferring to Hawaii. 1988 recruit 
Kevin Ramaekers of Norfolk Catholic 
and an Athlete of the Year winner in 
high school, qualified for a scholarship 
and will have four years of eligibility 
starting this fall. He was a part time stu- 
dent last fall. 

Another 1988 recruit, Ernie Beler, 
who also did not qualify in 1988 under 
Prop 48, has enrolled at Ellsworth 
Junior College. Apparently, 1989 recruit 
Derek Brown, a Prep All-American, has 
not met the Prop 48 requirements, but 
will attend Nebraska this fall. 

Kenny Walker, a defensive tackle, 
was a key member of the Nebraska team 
that finished fifth in the National Deaf 
Basketball Tournament in Miami. He 
was also a member of an undefeated and 
champion intramural basketball team 
last spring. “I’m putting basketball aside 


Richard Bell 


for now, though. It’s time to get on with 
football and my studies,” he said. 

Mickey Joseph, who finished the 
spring sharing backup quarterback 
duties with Mike Grant, said he has a 
new attitude this fall. ‘“‘We’re going to 
see Mickey Joseph playing Mickey 
Joseph-style football again. I learned I 
was putting too much into the competi- 
tion for the quarterback job and not 
enough into doing what I can do best. 
Football slipped from No. 1 in my life. 

“Now, you're going to see a different 
Mickey on and off the field and a much 
more mature person. I want to be the 
role model Coach Osborne wants us all 
to be. If I can win the starting job, great. 
But even if I don’t, I'll be giving it my 
best shot.” 

NU basketball senior-to-be Beau 
Reid underwent knee surgery to repair 
a torn anterior cruciate ligament. He 
had the surgery in Alabama and is ex- 
pected to be ready to play by January. 

1989 scholarship recruit Vernon 
Powell of St. Louis has made the switch 
from quarterback to wingback. ‘“Vernon 
was a receiver as a sophomore in high 
school (East St. Louis) and then moved 
to quarterback the last two years. He un- 
derstands the offense and he’s made the 
change back to receiver well,’ NU 


receivers coach Ron Brown said. 

NU strong safety Reggie Cooper 
said he is ready to fill expectations for 
a good season. Cooper is one of the 
finalists for the Jim Thorpe Award for 
defensive backs. “I want to live up to 
those expectations this season,” he said. 

Nebraska may be considered for the 
1990 British Bowl, a game against West 
Virginia, to be played in London, 
England in early September next sea- 
son. All talk is preliminary, but NU 
Athletic Director Bob Devaney said he 
had been contacted to begin negotiations 
on the possibility. 

NU I-back Ken Clark said he was 
as surprised by the attention he received 
on Photo Day as he was the first time 
he walked into a drug store and saw his 
picture on the cover of the Sporting 
News preseason football magazine. 

Kent Wells and Jeff Mills, the only 
returning starters in the Nebraska defen- 
sive front this year, said they expected 
more from the defense this year. ‘“They 
say the offensive line worked harder 
than anybody and I would have to dis- 
agree with that. But whatever the case, 
I know we worked harder than ever be- 
fore, too, and I wouldn’t be surprised if 
we surprised some people early,” Wells 
said. @ 
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A Playotf Deserves Consideration 


football. 

The football championship for- 
mat presented by the CFA Television 
Committee at the organization’s 13th 
Annual Meeting stimulated considera- 
ble discussion and created significant in- 
terest. A 16-team format may have been 
ambitious, but in the committee’s judg- 
ment it represented the optimum in 
terms of participation, promotion and 
financial return. 

Objections to a CFA championship 
focused on three areas: 1) extension of 
the season, 2) increased emphasis on the 
sport of college football, and 3) disrup- 
tion of the current bowl system. 

It is understandable that presidents 
and chancellors may be hesitant to em- 
brace a college football championship. 


[ is a time to evaluate postseason 


Chuck Neinas, 
CFA Executive 
Director 


A number of good people have been 
working hard to improve intercollegiate 
athletics, and the image of college sports 
has not yet caught up with the progress 
of the last five years. But, concerns 
related to extension of the season and 
emphasis on college football can be 
resolved. 

College coaches are worried about ex- 
tra games and cite the added pressure 
that may result from a championship. 
Tom Osborne of Nebraska was on tar- 
get when he urged more consideration 
for today’s college football player. The 
subject will be studied by a special com- 
mittee to be appointed in the near future. 

This brings us to the last point, which 
is disruption of the current bowl system. 
Along with many others who have been 
involved with college football, I have 


formed long-lasting relationships with 
various bowl commitee members and 
executive directors. I have enjoyed and 
appreciated their hospitality and recog- 
nize that many involved in the bow] bus- 
iness are dedicated supporters of college 
football. 

The fact is, however, that the current 
bowl system has been disrupted. One 
need only examine the current prolifer- 
ation of bowls, the crowded schedule on 
New Year’s Day, the fact that some 
games have been unable to pay the par- 
ticipants and forfeited NCAA certifica- 
tion and the reliance on corporate 
sponsors to buttress the finances of 
several bowls. 

Bud Dudley, founder and president of 
the Liberty Bowl, is the reigning bowl 
executive in terms of seniority. When 
the idea of title sponsorship was first ad- 
vanced, Mr. Dudley warned that finan- 
cial involvement by an_ outside 
corporation could lead to a sponsor 
gaining an influential voice in the con- 
duct of a bowl game. What has hap- 
pened at the Sun Bowl could be the tip 
of the iceberg. Since 1936, the game in 
El Paso, Texas, was known as the Sun 
Bowl. No more. Commencing this sea- 
son it will be the John Hancock Bowl, 
the word ‘‘Sun’’ having been eliminat- 
ed. Reportedly, John Hancock also ex- 
ercised some influence in team selection 
last year. 

Remember that bowl games were 
originally developed to focus interest on 
a community, promote tourism and to 
provide deserving college teams with an 
opportunity to enjoy a postseason ex- 
perience. 

On January 2, 1987, the Fiesta Bowl 
staged what became recognized as a na- 
tional championship game involving 
Penn State and Miami. The game was 
originally scheduled for January 1. The 
Fiesta Bow] was able to secure addition- 
al funds from its title sponsor, Sunkist, 
and matched two undefeated, untied 
teams. NBC exercised good judgment 
and agreed to change the game to prime 
time on January 2 (the contest enjoyed 
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By Chuck Neinas 


a 25 rating). NBC also increased its unit 
price for commercials from $75,000 to 
$250,000. Did Penn State or Miami 
benefit from the largesse of NBC’s in- 
creased price to advertisers? No! Did 
the Fiesta Bowl? No! Who did?. . .you 
guessed it. 

The recent CFA financial survey in- 
dicates that the membership underwrites 
the cost of intercollegiate athletics to the 
tune of $550 million to $600 million per 
year. The primary income source to 
support such athletic programs is col- 
lege football. The survey reveals that 


College football 
has slipped from 
third (behind 
professional 
football and major 
league baseball) 
fo fifth in public 
popularity. 


college football and men’s basketball 
contribute approximately 75 cents on the 
dollar to finance intercollegiate athlet- 
ics. At a time when the NCAA has 
demanded institutional responsibility for 
the conduct of athletics, the Division I- 
A members do not exercise control over 
the most important part of the football 
season. 

The Dallas Times Herald recently 
reported the results of a Harris Prefer- 
ence Poll. College football has slipped 
from third (behind professional football 
and major league baseball) to fifth in 
public popularity. In turn, college 
basketball has catapulted from fifth to 
third. I would argue that the NCAA 
Basketball Championship and the spec- 
tacle of the Final Four has played a 
major role in creating college basketball 
fans and increasing the popularity of the 
sport. 

Perhaps there is a lesson to be learned 


from what transpired in connection with 
the NCAA tournament. The NCAA had 
a long-standing policy that prohibited 
more than one team from an automatic 
qualifying conference from competing 
for the championship. As a result, the 
Collegiate Commissioners Association 
established a postseason tournament for 
the benefit of second-place teams from 
automatic qualifying conferences. The 
CCA tournament was an artistic suc- 
cess, but a financial failure. What hap- 
pened, however, was that after two CCA 
tournaments the NCAA Basketball 
Tournament Committee recognized that 
the CCA sponsored event could grow in 
popularity and, as a result, amended its 
policy and accepted more than one team 
from an automatic qualifying confer- 
ence and expanded the tournament field. 
The rest is history. 

The CFA will soon appoint a commit- 
tee to evaluate the bow] structure and re- 
quested the Television Committee to 
continue its study of a football champi- 
onship. It would be both premature and 
unwise to predict what may happen. It 
should be understood that the réecom- 
mendation to evaluate the current post- 
season system was. developed by the 
athletic director’s group at the CFA’s an- 
nual meeting as a positive measure, not 
one of condemnation. 

Times change. Gorbachev receives a 
hero’s welcome in West Germany. 
Progress is made toward open elections 
in Eastetn Block countries such as 
Poland. It is obvious from recent events 
in China that the winds of change are 
strong in the world’s most populous 
country. 

College football cannot stand pat. A 
football championship may not be the 
answer, but it is mandatory to look be- 
yond third down and determine where 
college football should be going in the 
90s. 

(Editor’s note: This article appeared 
in the August issue of Sidelines, pub- 
lished by the College Football Associa- 
tion, and is reprinted with 
permission.) 


If you're looking for 
some good reading, 
you've just found it. 
The free Consumer 
Information Catalog. 


The Catalog lists 
about 200 federal 
publications, many of 
them free. They can 
help you eat right, 
manage your 
money, stay healthy, 
plan your child’s 
education, learn 
about federal benefits 
and more. 


50 sharpen your 
pencil. Write for the 
free Consumer 
Information Catalog. 
And get reading 
worth writing for. 


atl 
Ww 


Consumer Information Center 
Department RW 
Pueblo, Colorado 81009 


A public service of this publication 
and the Consumer Information Center of the 
U.S. General Services Administration. 
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RECRUITING 
Se eee 
By Pat Quinn 


f To A Good Start 


NEBRASKA'S THOROUGH SCOUTING IN MAY GIVES 
AN EARLY HINT OF SUCCESS NEXT FEBRUARY. 


L et’s talk football recruiting. No, not 
about the 1989 incoming freshmen 
who have hardly had a chance to be- 
come familiar with their new environ- 


ment, but the 1990 class which 
University of Nebraska recruiting coor- 
dinators Dave Gillespie and Jack Pierce 
have already had in organized focus for 
several months. 

While early returns are dangerously 
tentative at best, there’s a visible, almost 
electrifying, positive feeling in the 
Husker camp at this time. Of course, 
there are the annual rule changes to deal 
with, the staggering number of possible 
recruits which must be whittled down 
to 25 or less by signing date next Febru- 
ary, countless hours in the film room, 
the endless number of legal telephone 
contacts and limited personal visits to 
come. 

A lot of this is already completed as 
Gillespie, the on-campus recruiter, says, 
““We’re well underway with our evalua- 
tion process for the class of 1990. At this 
point, we’re fairly positive about our 
progress. 

“No, we haven't definitely decided to 
emphasize recruits for any particular po- 
sition because we like to think we're 


solid enough we don’t have to go this 
way. Oh, if we had to concentrate on any 
certain area, we might hit offensive 
guard prospects a little harder than the 
other positions.” 

The effervescent Pierce, who, along 
with Head Coach Tom Osborne and 
eight other aides, does the field contact 
work, claims, “The month of May is the 
most crucial point in recruiting. Our 
guys (coaches) did a great job this 
spring. I think we all felt satisfied with 
the progress we saw and each time we've 
had this feeling we usually come up with 
a good group of recruits and walkons. 

“As important as anything, you can 
see the change in our coaching staff. 
They’ve seen the success that comes 
with a hard month of work in May, and 
now they’re really fired up to go out and 
get with it.” 

Fired up may be an understatement. 
Osborne and eligible off-campus 
recruiting staff visited approximately 
400 high schools in 33 different states 
last May, and according to Pierce, “I be- 
lieve we saw the majority of the great 
prospects.” 

Nebraska’s recruiting starts with the 
annual in-state visits. The entire staff, 


Osborne included, takes a different area 
of the state and each visits an average 
of 15 to 18 high schools. While assis- 
tant coaches tend to repeat the same in- 
state areas year after year, Osborne ro- 
tates his area of assignment in Nebras- 
ka to maintain a state-wide contact 
image. 

“Tom Osborne is a tireless recruiter,” 
Pierce claims. “‘Not only does he do a 
great job on visits, but he’s dynamite on 
the phone. There’s no end to the amount 
of time he puts in on the phone, and it 
makes it a lot easier on the position 
coach, who is principally responsible 
for that particular area. 

“After all, he is Tom Osborne, head 
coach at the University of Nebraska, 
and today that’s similar to what Alaba- 
ma had going for it when Bear Bryant 
was the head coach. This, plus his abil- 
ity to relate to the players, parents and 
coaches, just compounds his effec- 
tiveness.” 

The phone has become an increasing- 
ly important factor, especially since new 
NCAA recruiting rules restrict the num- 
ber of personal contacts with an athlete 
during the in person contact season (De- 
cember | thru February 17) to three. 

Gillespie says, “Ostensibly, it was 
supposed to be a cost savings measure 
and keep the student-athlete from being 
over-bothered by the recruiting process. 
It probably helps the schools in the 
large, metropolitan areas more than the 
others.” 

Pierce is somewhat more outspoken 
about it, claiming, “‘It limits the work 
ethic of the legal recruiter most of all. 
It’s supposed to save money, but in my 
opinion it seldom does.” 

What principal advantages are there 
in a constant summer telephone 
campaign? 

Pierce says, “It helps you get specif- 
ic information about the various 
recruits, coaches and families. You get 
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a feeling about the young man’s 
preferred academic pursuits, his 
thoughts about the University in gener- 
al, our style of ball and often which as- 
sistant the prospect feels the closest to. 

“This becomes doubly important 
when you consider the face-to-face con- 
tact is going to be limited next year from 
December 1 until signing date.” 

When you consider the recruiting 
odds — if there is only one prospect at 
each of these schools, and often there 
are more — then Nebraska, even if it 
had its choice of those considered, could 
take less than one-half of one percent 
of these prospects. The burden of col- 
lecting data on these prospects is an im- 
mense responsibility for Gillespie and 
Pierce, especially when you compare it 
to the NFL evaluation process. 

“The pros draft through 18 rounds, I 
think, and including the recruiting com- 
bines, have about 18 to 20 men work- 
ing on approximately 300 different 
colleges,” Pierce says. “How many high 
schools play football? Four, maybe five 
thousand, and that’s where Dave and I, 
alone, must start.” 

The gathering of information comes 
from multiple sources. Newspaper sub- 
scriptions from areas where numbers of 
prospects usually abound, the various 
high school recruiting services across 
the country, word of mouth and the 
“free mail.” The latter term is described 
as, “Articles, statistics and film on 
a young man in an area where we have 
an alum, people interested in our pro- 
gram, coaches and parents of the 
prospect. 

“Nebraska and Tom Osborne are very 
popular across the entire country. What 
we get from these various sources keeps 
us and several graduate assistants busy 
all the time.” 

Where is the richest recruiting area? 
No contest. You spell it T-E-X-A-S! 

“The Division I universities signed 
approximately 400 Texas high school 
football prospects to letters of intent last 
year,” Pierce sighs. ““That’s unbelieva- 
ble! I think Florida was second and it 
had about 150 kids sign. And you go 
down from there.” 

He quickly adds, “I have the North 
Dallas area in one of my recruiting 
areas, and when they’re having spring 
football practice, I can see as many as 


nine different schools in one day. The 
same thing for George (Darlington) in 
California and Tony (Samuel) in part of 
Louisiana and the Golden Triangle area 
of Houston. 

“And, believe me, every school 
thoroughly scouts Texas. This includes 
East Coast, Big Ten, Southeast and Pac- 
Ten teams, to mention a few. 

“This past year in Dallas you could 
take any given night in the month of 
May, and in one major motel or hotel, 


you could run into at least 35 major- 
college recruiters. Of course, last year 
the Dallas and North Texas areas were 
unusually rich in prospective talent.” 

Gillespie is always land-locked in Lin- 
coln and starting November 1, Pierce 
can start his nomadic evaluation ven- 
tures. Then on December 1, Osborne 
and eligible staff members join to field 
hunt for prospects. 

And the beat goes on, and on, and 
on.@ 


Prep Hotshots for 1990 


NAME 

Cale Gundy 
Matt Jones 
Nate Haston 
Steve Clements 
Jeff Granger 
Chandler Evans 
Ernest Williams 
Levi Moore 
Calvin Jones 
Robert Smith 
Brett Law 
Roderick Walker 
Chris Comer 
Ernest Hunter 
Cory Dixon 
Mike McGlinn 
James Gregory 
Scott Jones 
Marty Dunbar 
Todd Matison 
Lawrence Mitchell 
Trent Hill 

Dan Cavil 
Aubry Beavers 
Oliver Gibson 
Mike Fields 
Pete Berchich 
DeShannon Campbell 
Andre Hastings 
Lloyd Hill 

Ryan Matthews 
Ron Peters 
Scott Nady 
Clifton Abraham 
Dimitrius Brooks 
Jerry Freeny 
Justin McLemore 
John Herpin 
Johnn Dixon 


6-1 
6-1 


. WT. HOMETOWN 


190 Midwest City, OK 

185 Michigan City, IN 

190 West Memphis, AR 
180 Huntsville, TX 

185 Orangeville, TX 

200 Caldwell, TX 

190 Aurora, CO 

205 Tulsa (Washington), OK 
200 Omaha (Central), NE 
200 Euclid, OH 

180 Sheridan, IN 

185 Irving (Nimitz), TX 

210 Odessa (Permian), TX 
200 Longview, TX 

175 Dallas (Hillcrest), TX 
230 Kansas City, MO 

300 St. Louis (Sumner), MO 
280 Newport, AR 

255 South Lake (Carroll), TX 
270 Weatherford, TX 

230 Conway, SC 

250 Houston (Madison), TX 
290 LaMarque, TX 

230 Houston (Yates), TX 
230 Romeoville, IL 

205 Enid, OK 

220 New Lenox, IL 

235 Houston (Yates), TX 
175 Morrow, GA 

190 Odessa (Permian), TX 
185 Houston (Lamar), TX 
195 Ft. Bend, TX 

190 Dallas (White), TX 

185 Dallas (Carter), TX 

180 St. Louis, MO 

180 Dallas (Hillcrest), TX 
180 Waxahachie, TX 

185 LaPorte, TX 

185 West Jefferson, LA 


(This list was complied from media recrulting sources across the country.) 
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Fond Memories 


SIX YEARS AFTER WINNING THE HEISMAN, 
MIKE ROZIER STILL MAINTAINS HIS NEBRASKA TIES. 


as it really been eight years al- 
H= since Mike Rozier first 

stepped on the turf at Memorial 
Stadium and, in an otherwise meaning- 
less intra-squad scrimmage, gave the 
first indications of the fabulous career 
that was to follow? 

On that day in late August of 1981, 
Rozier rushed for nearly 280 yards in 
a controlled scrimmage, most of it com- 
ing while running with the third-string 
offense. In his first play against the 
Black Shirts, Rozier ran some 60 yards 
for a touchdown. 

“T knew I was capable of running the 
ball, no matter what defense was on the 
field. I knew they were out to get me, 
so I was out to get them. It was fun,” 
Rozier recalled. 

Two years later, everyone knew who 
he was. 

It seems like yesterday that Rozier 
headlined the impossibly talented 
offense of the 1983 Huskers, steamroll- 
ing his way to the Heisman Trophy and 
predictions of stardom on the profes- 
sional level. 

Today, that stardom is his. A two-time 
Pro Bow! running back and a key ingre- 
dient of the potent Houston Oilers 
offense that is primed and ready to make 
a run for the Super Bowl, Rozier has 
made it, but it wasn’t quite according to 
the original script. 

When last seen in a Nebraska uni- 
form, Rozier was on the sideline with 
a badly sprained ankle, watching the 
Huskers’ dreams of an undefeated sea- 
son and a national championship die in 
the Miami heat, on January 2, 1984. 

The winner of the Heisman, Rozier 
was coveted both by the established 
NFL and the upstart USFL. He was in 
a prime bargaining position, and he took 
full advantage of it. 
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By Chuck Pool 


Rozier was college football's 
best and is making a run at the 
same distinction in the NFL. 


“J knew in the back of my mind that 
I was eventually going to wind up in the 
NEL, but they weren’t interested in pay- 
ing me the kind of money that the USFL 
was. I had a good bargaining position 
and my attitude at the start was to go for 
the money while it was there. There was 
no guarantee that it was going to be 
there for long, so I didn’t see any rea- 
son to wait,’ Rozier said. 

Rather than wait for the NFL draft, 
Rozier cast his lot with the infant league, 
signing ‘with the expansion Pittsburgh 
Maulers. He quickly found out that the 
new league was also a new world. 

“We held our camp at a junior high 
or elementary school field. When it was 
time for lunch, they would bring it into 
the cafeteria and all these big pro foot- 
ball players would be sitting at these lit- 
tle tables, eating lunch. It was a whole 
different scene than being at Nebraska. 

“‘What I remember most about those 
days in Pittsburgh was going to pratice 
at Three Rivers Stadium in February. 
We would ride over in a little yellow 
school bus without any heat and then go 
out and run around in the snow. It was 
cold. I knew it was going to be a strug- 
gle, entering a new league with a new 
team. I just kept telling myself ‘it will 
get better,’ he remembered. 

But the conditions themselves were 
only part of Rozier’s problem. Viewed 
as the star attraction of a new team in 
a town that holds the NFL Steelers close 
to its heart, Rozier was under constant 
pressure to produce big numbers. 

His ankle never had a chance to heal 
properly and he was running behind a 
sub-par line made up of rookies and 
over-the-hill veterans. 

“T had a group of good old guys who 
gave it all they had, but they didn’t have 
much left. Donny Maggs (a current Oil- 


er teammate) was there, but he was just 
out of college and he was trying to learn 
how to block like a pro. 

“Since I was coming off winning the 
Heisman and Herschel (Walker) had 
come into the league the year before and 
done well, there was a lot of pressure 
on me to perform. My ankle was pretty 
banged up and I couldn’t do the things 
I wanted to do. I felt bad about it, but 
there wasn’t much I could do about it,” 
he said. 

His lackluster totals (792 yards, 3.6 
per carry) incurred the wrath of the lo- 
cal media, including one writer who 
tagged him ‘“‘Mikey Mumbles” because 
of the way he spoke. For Rozier, the 
hostile media may have been the biggest 
adjustment and challenge of all. 

“There were a couple of guys there 
who really took off on me and were hard 
on me the whole time. I realized after 
a while that I was a professional now 
and they (the press) were supposed to 
be hard on us. I had to learn how to han- 
dle them and also how to handle myself 
in public. Going to Pittsburgh was a 
good change for me, because it changed 
me for the better. I know there are times 
I have to talk to the press because it’s 


Rozier says that NU’s facilities 
were plush compared to the 
USFL. 


my job. But I also learned that there are 
times that it is up to me, and if I don’t 
want to talk them, it’s okay to say no.” 

Even though he looks back and finds 
positives about his experience, Rozier 
still finds ample reasons to motivate 
himself whenever the Oilers return to 
the Steel City. “It (the year) was a night- 
mare. I guess that’s why I don’t like 
Pittsburgh,” Rozier said. 

He was rescued from further trouble 
when the Maulers folded and he signed 
a one-year contract with Jacksonville of 
the USFL. Under the guidance of Lin- 
dy Infante (who now coaches at Green 
Bay), Rozier found a more likeable 
setup. 

“Jacksonville was more like how pro 
football was supposed to be. He (In- 
fante) had a good system in place and 
it was a more positive environment. The 


fans reminded me of Lincoln, and the 
weather was a lot warmer than in Pitts- 
burgh,” Rozier added. 

The now-healthy Rozier finished se- 
cond in the league, rushing for 1,361 
yards and showed that he could catch the 
ball as well, finishing with 50 catches 
for another 366 yards. He was ready to 
make the jump to the NFL. 

The Oilers had selected Rozier in the 
supplemental draft in 1984 and held his 
rights. He was signed and moved on to 
Houston immediately upon conclusion 
of the Bulls’ season. It was his third pro 
team in a little over a year and there was 
bound to be some confusion. 

““My main problem was learning the 
different number systems. We had one 
set at Pittsburgh, another at Jackson- 
ville, and another one with the Oilers. 
Sometimes I would relate the play that 
was called with one from Jacksonville 
instead of Houston and I’d go the wrong 
way.” 

His lack of experience forced him to 
the bench a great deal in his first NFL 
season. But rather than fall into a funk 
and make demands to be traded, Rozier 
bided his time. 

“T knew in the back of my mind, I 
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could be in there doing the things I 
could do. I didn’t have a problem with 
not playing much at first. With all the 
jumping around I had done, I learned 
that football at this level was a business 
first. It was still fun, but not like 
Nebraska. I told myself that even though 
I wasn’t playing, I was getting paid and 


that wasn’t all bad. I looked at it like I 
was saving my body — I wasn’t getting 
beat up,” Rozier said. 

The fact that the Oilers had four other 
former Huskers on the roster (Jamie 
Williams, Tim Smith, Allen Lyday, and 
Dean Steinkuhler) made the transition 
to the Oilers even easier, but Rozier’s 
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personality is such that he felt he could 
have just as easily fit right in with a team 
full of strangers. 

“T think I can get along with anybody. 
I like to joke around and shoot the bull 
with people. I stay relaxed and don’t 
worry about trying to be something I’m 
not. I’m not trying to be wild, crazy or 
arrogant, I’m just being Mike,” he said. 

The Oilers were a talented group of 
young players, but in the midst of a 5-11 
season in 1985, Coach Hugh Campbell 
was fired and Jerry Glanville was named 
to replace him armed with an edict to 
turn that talent into victories. 

The high-spirited Glanville and 
Rozier at first didn’t exactly hit it off. 
‘He’s a whole lot different than Coach 
Osborne,” Rozier said. “He wasn’t too 
sure where I was coming from, and I 
wasn’t too sure about him.” 

Rozier led the Oilers in rushing with 
662 yards in 1986, but his season came 
to an early end in Cleveland when 
Rozier attempted to pick up a charging 
defensive end. 

‘He bent me over backwards and my 
leg was under me. I could feel the liga- 
ment tearing as I went down,” he 
recalled. 

For any running back, the spectre of 
a knee injury is ever-present. “‘I had al- 
ways told myself that if I ever tore up 
a knee, then that was it, I was through 
with football. But once the trainer told 
me that it wasn’t really that bad and they 
could scope it, I knew I was coming 
back.” 

Rozier’s off-season program consist- 
ed mainly of playing basketball and he 
headed into the 1987 season ready to 
pick up where he left off. 

He rushed for 957 yards and led the 
Oilers to their first playoff game since 
1980. In the Wild Card game, he pulled 
an old trick out of his hat to score the 
game’s first touchdown. 

Against Seattle in the Wild Card 
game, Rozier again took a pitchout and 
headed one way, but saw no daylight. 
No problem. A quick spin and a sprint 
the other way resulted in a spectacular 
touchdown that put the Oilers up 10-7. 

“T was just trying to get into the end 
zone — it was no big deal,” Rozier said. 
“Tt was early in the game and I knew 
we needed to jump out in front. But it 
was just another touchdown. [ve been 
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in the end zone so many times, I try not 
to get too excited about getting there 
again.” 

The crowning achievement of the 
1987 season came when Glanville called 
the team together near the end of the 
year to announce which players had 
been selected for the Pro Bowl. 

“When he called my name, it was 
shocking on the inside, but I didn’t show 
the emotion on the outside. To make the 
Pro Bowl was great, it’s why you play 
ball.” 

At the Pro Bowl, Rozier was joined 
by his former running mate in the 
Husker backfield, Roger Craig. At one 
time, they were arguably the top run- 
ning back combo in the nation, and now 
they had been selected as two of the top 
running backs in the NFL. 

“Roger and I talked about how when 
we were coming out of Nebraska, the 
pro scouts kept saying that Nebraska 
backs didn’t make it in the NFL. They 
said we weren't good enough, and that 
the Nebraska system didn’t prepare us 
for the pros. We showed them, but so 
have Tom Rathman and Jeff Smith,” 
Rozier said. 

Last season, Rozier rushed for over 
1,000 yards for the first time in his 
career and was again named to the Pro 
Bowl. More importantly, he and his 
coach developed a mutual respect for 
each other. 

“The main thing he wants from us is 
to do our job, and that is to win ball 
games. I’ve worked hard to try and un- 
derstand him and I think I know where 
he’s coming from. I've gotten closer and 
closer to him.” 

Rozier has also stayed close to the 
men who toil in the trenches in front of 
him. When he was at Nebraska, he had 
the habit of tapping his blockers on the 
helmet when he returned to the huddle 
after toting the ball. With the Oilers, he 
takes it one step further. 

Every Thursday night during the sea- 
son he takes the offensive linemen:out 
after practice. ‘We just sit around and 
shoot the bull. Those guys work hard 
for me and make me look good. I want 
them to know I appreciate it.” 

While Rozier was busy reaching 1,000 
yards for the first time in the NFL, 
many of his records were being shat- 
tered by Oklahoma State’s Barry 


Sanders. But Rozier wasn’t losing sleep 
over that fact. 

“I’m a professional now, so what | 
worry about most are the things that 
deal with that. The rookies that come 
to camp each year want to tell us what 
they did in college, but we tell them 
that’s all in the past. You have to prove 
yourself all over again up here. People 
were trying to tell me about him 
(Sanders), but I wasn’t worrying about 
that stuff (his records) because there's 
always somebody who’s going to come 
along and break them. 

Which is not to say that Rozier isn’t 
proud of his past accomplishments. 
“My records are like the Heisman, 
Right now they are nice to have, but I 
don’t think I'll really appreciate them 
until I’m older,” Rozier said. 

But that aside, Rozier still looks back 
fondly on his time as a Cornhusker. “I 
think back to those days all the time. 
That was the best time of my life. I'll 
always remember the feeling of walking 
through the tunnel, just before we went 
out into the stadium. And I'll never for- 
get the feeling I had when they in- 
troduced me before my last game in 
Lincoln. I think of things like that. 
There are a lot of good people in Lin- 
coln, and I try to get back every year 
to see them,” Rozier said. 

That includes Tom Osborne and run- 
ning backs coach Frank Solich. “‘I call 
them both on the phone during the year 
to check in and see what's happening. 
I still can’t believe that Coach Solich’s 
kids are in college now. They were so 
little when I first met them,” he said. 

For all his great accomplishments at 
Nebraska, Rozier steadfastly maintains 
that he would trade them all for one na- 
tional championship ring. ““We should 
have won three (national champion- 
ships) when I was there, but we let them 
slip away. I always looked at the Heis- 
man as a team award, but if we all could 
have won a championship and gotten 
rings, that would have been special.” 

That lack of a ring may be Rozier’s 
greatest motivation. “Roger has a cou- 
ple and now Rathman has one. I think 
in my mind that soon, very soon, I’ll get 
that ring. Once I have that, I'll have done 
about everything you can in football.” 

And he’s done all of it while just be- 
ing Mike. @ 
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the 1970s ‘Oh Baby, It’s A Wild 

World,” and indeed it’s been 
a wild world in the late ’80s for this 
Muslim sympathizer who took sides 
with the late Ayatollah Khomeini when 
the Iranian boss declared that Salman 
Rushdie should be shot dead for writ- 
ing Satanic Verses. But when it comes 
to Nebraska football, a much tamer and 


2 op musician Cat Stevens sang in 


HUSKER TRIVIA 


By Paul Hammel 


coach Mike Corgan was fair game for 
O'Leary and his fun-loving friends. Hot 
pepper was a favorite additive. 

“We kept him on his toes,” said 
O’Leary, now a 34-year-old, married 
father of three who works in Omaha as 
an account executive. 

Nebraska coaches should have known 
what they were in for. 

On his recruiting trip from Port 


On the Wild Side 


Sam Francis got 
a big kick out 
of football. 


less controversial world comes to mind. 

Sure, Broderick Thomas qualified as 
a bona fide football character. Normal- 
ly, however, you have to look elsewhere 
for bandana-bonneted, fast-talking per- 
sonalities. 

Not always. 

Consider John O’Leary, a transplant- 
ed New Yorker who starred at I-back 
from 1973-75. Legend has it that 
O’Leary could streak across campus as 
skillfully as he could dart through 
defenses, and that he could munch down 
a glass as easily as some munch 


popcorn. 
The chewing tobacco of then-assistant 


Washington, N.Y., O'Leary changed 
planes in Chicago. Instead of waiting for 
the plane to Lincoln, O’Leary hopped 
aboard the first flight to Nebraska — to 
Omaha — because he reasoned that 
such a small state had only one airport. 
Monte Kiffin, the Husker defensive 
coordinator who is now a linebacker 
coach with the Minnesota Vikings, 
eventually figured out the error and 
caught up with the elusive O’Leary in 
Omaha. 

But perhaps the greatest stunt of 
O’Leary’s career was one in his first 
game as a Husker at Minnesota — and 
in the first practice after that game. 
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After a record-setting season on the 
freshman team, O’Leary was scheduled 
to redshirt in 1973, Tom Osborne’s first 
year as head coach. The rushing game, 
however, floundered in the first three 
games as Tony Davis was injured. Enter 
O'Leary. 

The New Yorker scored twice in the 
48-7 gobbling of the Gophers and after 
each score did his version of the “‘Ick- 
ey Shuffle” — a little high-stepping, a 
full somersault, and then a spike of the 
football. 

“T was trying to think of something 
I could do that would be different,” said 
O'Leary at the time. As long as Corgan 
didn’t see him, he reasoned, he'd be 
okay. 

But Corgan, of course, did see it and 
was waiting for O’Leary on the 
sidelines. 

“T told him a guy tripped me up when 
I ran into the corner of the end zone,” 
said O'Leary. 

Nebraska coaches knew better, and 
when running drills were held on Sun- 
day, they were waiting. After drills had 
ended, Corgan ordered O’Leary to 
repeat his performance — this time 
somersaulting up and down the 100-yard 
field. “It wasn’t so bad that you did it,” 
Corgan told O'Leary, “‘but that you lied 
about it the first time.’ 

The night before, O’Leary had been 
toasting his good fortune in his first 
game but now, the luck o’ the Irish had 
run out. 

He said he made it 120 yards before 
his stomach gave out. Teammates Mau- 
ry Damkroger and Steve Runty served 
— or flipped — out the remainder of the 
sentence. 

“Coach Corgan kind of nipped it in 
the bud,” said O’Leary. The Nebraska 
philosophy, he said, was that scoring 
should be a routine act, not such a rare 
feat that circus acrobatics were 
necessary. 

O'Leary never flipped again. ‘‘That 
cured me real quick,” he said. 

Corgan also taught him other fine 
points of being a successful running 
back, which O’Leary credits for his 
chance to play pro football, one year 
with the Chicago Bears and three with 
the Montreal Alouettes of the Canadi- 
an Football League. ‘He was the best 
football coach I ever played for,” 


O'Leary said. 

Although O’Leary said he and Coach 
Osborne didn’t always see eye-to-eye, 
O’Leary paraphrased Mark Twain’s 
writing about fathers and sons in sum- 
marizing their relationship: “When I 
was 17, he was the dumbest guy in the 
world; when I was 21, I was amazed at 
how much he’d learned in four years.” 

The flips — and the unusual punish- 
ment — weren’t the only strange events 
in the annals of Husker history. Try out 
this trivia test: 


QUESTIONS: 

1. O’Leary was also involved in one 
of Nebraska’s most unusual plays from 
punt formation in 1975: Name it. 

2. Who was the opponent? 

3. What was the result of the play? 

4. Name the other two backs involved 
in the play. 

5. Describe how the play was intend- 
ed to work. 

6. What huddle high jinks almost 
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spoiled the play? 

7. Which highly ranked team of 1988 
used a variation of the play? 

8. Who was the opponent and what 
happened? 

9. What did the team call its trick 
play? 


‘‘That cured 
me real quick.’’ 
— John O'Leary 


10. What Nebraska record did 
O’Leary and Tony Davis set in 1973? 

11. Who was the opponent? 

12. At which school did O’Leary 
coach following his retirement from pro 
football? 

13. What injury ended O’Leary’s pro 
career? 


14. Which Husker All-American 
reportedly could punt a football over the 
east and west sides of Memorial 
Stadium? 

15. Name two well-known Husker 
linemen who earned ‘“‘assassin’’ 
nicknames. 

16. What farmyard item was a valua- 
ble good luck charm for Nebraska 
football? 

17. This down-to-earth trophy 
comemorated NU’s stunning 7-0 upset 
of Minnesota in 1913. 

18. When they were high school 
coaches in Michigan, Bob Devaney and 
Jim Ross were officiating a football 
game but forgot the stopwatch. What au- 
tomotive tool did they use as a sub- 
stitute? 

19. He held the modern-day record for 
most helmets broken during his Nebras- 
ka football career. ; 

20. This mascot was retired when 
Nebraska’s sideline sidekick was updat- 
ed in 1987. 
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Husker Trivia 


—s 


ANSWERS: 

1. The Bummeroosky. 

2. Missouri at Columbia, Mo. 

3. O'Leary, after faking a handoff, ran 
40 yards for a touchdown to give NU 
a 16-7 halftime lead en route to a 30-7 
win on national TV. 

4. Tony Davis and Monte Anthony. 

5. Davis, a blocking back in punt for- 
mation, takes a short snap and shoves 
the ball between O’Leary’s legs. 
O’Leary spins and fakes a handoff to 
Anthony, who is sweeping right with the 
rest of the offensive players. O’Leary, 
after the fake, hesitates for a couple of 
moments, then tucks the ball under this 
arm and runs left, untouched, into the 
end zone. 

6. The other players didn’t believe the 
not-always-serious O’Leary when he 
came to the huddle and told them Coach 
Osborne wanted the Bummeroosky. 

7. Florida State. 

8. Clemson. With 1:31 left in the 
game and fourth-and-four at its own 
21-yard line, Leroy Butler ran 78 yards 
before he was tackled at the Clemson 1. 
Moments later, Florida State kicked a 
19-yard field goal to win the game, 
24-21. 

9. The Punt Ruskie. 

10. They became the first pair of NU 
I-backs to rush for more than 100 yards 
in the same game, 100 and I11, respec- 
tively. 

ll. Kansas State. 

12. The University of Nebraska at 
Omaha, as a volunteer coach. 

13. A back injury, a protruding disc. 

14. This Husker All-American could 
reportedly punt a football out of 
Memorial Stadium. Sam Francis. 

15. George “The Smiling Assassin” 
Andrews, and Robert “The Baby-Faced 
Assassin” Mehring. 

16. A horseshoe, which hung above 
the door leading to the Nebraska lock- 
er room until it was stolen in 1987. The 
football program is offering a reward for 
its return. 

17. A vial of dirt taken from the spot 
where NU’s Gorden Beck landed after 
scoring the game’s lone touchdown. 

18. A tire air-pressure gauge. The pair 
used a wristwatch to keep time but kept 
glancing at the gauge so that others 
thought they had a stopwatch. 

19. Mike Knox. 

20. Herbie Husker. 
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“My Plaque No. eee 
Ol’ve enclosed my CHECK/MONEY ORDER C) Charge my credit card: 0 VISA (MASTERCARD 
Charge No./Exp. Date 
NAME: 

ADDRESS 

CITY 

STATE & ZIP ee ———— 
*IF PAST PLAQUES HAVE BEEN PURCHASED. fail To: HUSKERS ILLUSTRATED, P.O. Box 83222, Lincoln, NE 68501 


ee eee 


GARY? 
CMICHAELS 
offers the 


BIG RED BLAZER 
FOR ONLY $129.00 


Gary Michael’s Clothiers is 
proud to offer for the first time 
by mail their own private label 
hopsack blazer. 

This comfortable year round 
blazer is MADE IN AMERICA of 
45% wool and 55% polyester. 


This traditionally styled blazer featuring 
patch flap pockets, center vent, and 
polished brass buttons sells regularly 
for $485.00, but is now available by 
mail for ONLY $129.00 (plus $3.00 


shipping). 


MAIL TO: 

GARY MICHAEL'S CLOTHIERS 
P.O. BOX 1001 

HASTINGS, NEBRASKA 68902 
TELEPHONE 402-463-9881 
Allow 3 to 4 weeks for delivery. 


Available in regular, short, and long. 

Sizes 35 to 50. Also available in navy. 

camel, gray, dark brown, burgundy and 

heather blue. 

OC I am sending a check or money order 
for each blazer. 


O Please bill my credit card. 


Credit card No. 

Exp. Date 

NAME 

ADDRESS 

CITY 

SAE IP 
TELEPHONE 
O VISA 
SIZE 
COLOR 


Nebraska residents add 4% sales tax or 
$5.16 per blazer. 


O MASTERCARD 
REGULAR SHORT LONG 


Q: I’ve always wondered why the 
offense doesn’t use the swing pass to the 
running back more often. It seems that 
with Ken Clark's ability, it would be a 
good play to run every once in a while. 
Keep up the great work and here’s 
to an undefeated 1989 season. Jim 
Fitzsimmons, Pierre, S.D. 


A: We use that play some. We don’t 
use it as often as some teams simply be- 
cause we run our offense out of the I- 
formation as opposed to the Pro Set. In 
the I-formation, the I-back is lined up 
right in the middle of the backfield and 
he has to run farther to get out into the 
sideline pattern. In the two-back, Pro 
Set, it is easier to get the back into the 
pass pattern because he’s already split 
wider in the backfield and doesn’t have 
as far to run to get in position behind 
his blockers. 


Q: Do you think that a postseason 
playoff system should be developed? It 
just seems unfair to me that Miami can 
play in the Orange Bowl. All that the 
bowl turns out to be is another home 
game for the Hurricanes. What are your 
feelings? Keep the Big Red rolling. 
Larry Crane, Omaha, Neb. 


A: It seems every playoff proposal 
system we've seen has weaknesses in 
that they would extend the season into 
the second semester and through the 
Christmas break. Our seasons are pretty 
long as it is now. Also, the proposals so 
far tend to minimize or eliminate the 
current bowl games. The bowl games 
have been very good to college football, 
and they are now a part of the college 
football tradition. I don’t think anyone 
wants to see the bowls suffer in a playoff 
scenario. I'd say that is the major stum- 
bling block for the playoff system right 
now. There may be a system in the fu- 
ture, but I don’t see one. 

Obviously, we would prefer not to 
play Miami in a home game. We also 
have played Louisiana State in the Su- 
gar Bowl in New Orleans twice and 
played Arizona State ina “home game” 
for them at the Fiesta Bowl in Tempe. 
It would be much better to play those 
kinds of bowl games at a neutral site. 


Q: I’ve seen some reports dealing 
with the Southeastern Conference and 
the Southwestern Conference changing 
teams in the near future, either adding 
schools or dropping others out. Do you 
feel that the time has come for the con- 
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ferences to be realigned? Beat OU! Ken 
Dawson, Fort Worth, Texas. 


A: I really don’t know anything about 
those reports specifically about the SEC 
or the Southwest Conference. I would 
assume that they are mostly speculation. 
There is always talk about Arkansas 
leaving the Southwest Conference and 
possibly joining the Big Eight or the 
Southeastern Conference. But realign- 
ing a conference is a major undertak- 
ing. It doesn’t happen very often. I think 
Arizona and Arizona State moving from 
the Western Athletic Conference to the 
Pac 10 was the last significant move 
among the major conferences, and that 
was about 10 years ago. I guess it’s al- 
ways a possibility because there are a 
lot of financial pressures in major col- 
lege football, but I don’t think there’s 
any immediate move afoot to do that. 


Q: Congratulations on a fine 1988 
season. I don’t think that there is a bet- 
ter coach in America than you. 

My question is: Is it hard to get the 
team motivated for games against a 
team like Kansas State or Northern Il- 
linois? Naturally, when the opponent is 
Colorado or Oklahoma, a lot of moti- 
vation isn’t needed. But, what do you 
do when the opponent is a 40-point un- 
derdog? David Cox, Muncie, Ind. 


A: I don’t usually believe that it is 
difficult to motivate a team for the first 
game of the year (like Northern Illinois 
this season), and hopefully all of the 
conference games will be important be- 
cause the players realize that a win over 
any Big Eight team is just as important 
as a win over any other in the final con- 
ference standings. Therefore, we usually 
have played consistently over all of our 
Big Eight opponents. We also try to em- 
phasize the importance of making im- 
provement, both as individual players 
and as a team. It’s just as important to 
reach those goals against a Top 20 team 
as it is against a team that’s not as high- 
ly recognized. The things we want to ac- 
complish shouldn't be affected that 
much by weekly changes in the sched- 
ule. We've never put emphasis here on 
just one or two games a season as the 
make-or-break part of our schedule, 
They’re all important. 


If you have questions for Coach Os- 
borne, address them to ‘‘Ask Tom Os- 
borne,’’ P.O. Box 83222, Lincoln, NE 
6850/. 


TOYOTA. LEADERSHIP AWARD . 


4 


/ 


THEIR ACHIEVEMENTS 
SOAR BEYOND GOAL POSTS. 


Toyota honors those who excel in a 
academics and community servic 


<< 


The college football season brings to light » 
some exciting, gifted players. But if athletics 


Sy ca 
were the only field in which these exceptional = an 

students demonstrated their leadership, their — \ pete iee. Sa oe 
glory days would be measured in yards and © ms = =e = 


2s a == ——— ee 


stats. The measure of a leader is in achieve- 
ments, and the season never ends. : 
When a player brings brilliance tothe. 
field—and exhibits it in the classroom and 
in the community as well—his leadershi nant 
is an inspiration to.all. 
As an automotive leader, Toyota 1 reco 
the culty these people bring to ever 


in the fields of naan ehalarchie a 
munity service. The Somple these leade 


Join us each week as ; the Toyota Leaders! 
Award is presented to leaders from each tea 
competing in college football on CBS Sport ; 
and Black Entertainment Television. i 


TOYOTA QUALITY 


WHO COULD ASK FOR ANYTHING MORE! 


© 1989 Toyota Motor Sales, U.S.A., Inc. 


Gene Keller Marlyn L. McClain R.W. “Dick” Bailey, CLU —_ Lyle W. Japp, CLU, ChF Doug Novak doe Wittwer Dwain F. Wiegand re Rinehart 
Omaha airbu 


Council Bluffs, lowa 
(712) 325-0126 


vy 


Lincoln 
(402) 476-8575 


Grand Island Falls City 


rete Omaha ry 
(308) 382-0385 (402) 496-6400 (402) 826-5055 (402) 245-4688 (402) 496-6400 (402) 729-3339 


M. Lee Hunefeld Ron Rapp, CLU, RHU Phyllis J. Andreasen Stan A. Andreasen Stefan G. Jenkins Chris B. Krause Joe Viock, CLU, ChFC 
Omaha South Sioux City Oakland Oakland CLU, ChFC CLU, ChFC Omana 
(402) 496-6400 (402) 494-3003 (402) 685-6282 (402) 685-6282 Omaha: (402) 496-6400 Valley: (402) 359.2575 (402) 496-6400 


To make sure that you and your family reach your financial goals, let us help 

' you draw up a winning game plan. A game plan that will assure your family’s 

| financial security, protect you against the high cost of illness, and build funds — 
tax sheltered — for a more comfortable retirement. 

Call today. Helping you become a financial winner is our full-time career. 


These are some of the many New York Life Agents in this area — all good people to know. 


Lincoln General Office: 


at ce Ken R. Wilson, General Manager 

n Cindy Roquette, Office Manager 
AOZVATCSSTS Donald Hunter, Sales Manager 

Cheryl A. Kefuss, Training Supervisor 

1506 FirsTier Building 

Lincoln, Nebraska 68508 

(402) 476-8575 


Nebraska General Office: 


Jerry L. Roberts, General Manager ’ i= 

Paul R. Hogan, CLU. Office Manager i = 

Gary D. Phillips. Sales Manager A CN  — Am & >. 
Eloy S. Arellano, Sales Manager ‘ > ‘Wal Py 
David A. Skutnik, Sales Manager 


Roger W. Penland 


Omaha William Stott. Jr., Sales Manager , ha ee e 
(402) 496-6400 James H. Moore, CLU, ChFC, Training Manager . (402) 476-8575 


Phillip L. Bowers, CLU, ChFC Training Supervisor | : | a. 
11506 Nicholas, Street -_ oo _ y = 
Omaha, Nebraska 68154 , 7 @ 
(402) 496-6400 ; — — 


Sioux City General Office: 


Mel Adema, General Manager 
George W. Molesworth, CLU, Office Manager 
Fred Hahne, CLU, Sales Manager 
Dick Peschau, Sales Manager 
Greg Jensen, Sales Manager 
ee RRsat Pat O'Roarke, Sales Manager 

nee Don Means, Training Manager 

oe eeetca Larry Lindstrom, Training Supervisor 

600 Fourth Street, Suite 900 
Sioux City, lowa 51101 
(712) 279-8800 


New York Life.For all of your life. 


Life, Health, Disability Income, Group Insurance, Annuities, Pension Plans. 


t 
Don R. Schaefer 
CLU, ChFC 
Omaha, (402) 496-6450 


Frederic L.A. Cady 
CLU, ChFC 
Omaha: (402) 496-6400 


Brad D. Tomek 
Omaha 
(402) 496-6400 


David M. LeGrand 
Nebraska City 


Virgil C. Wadhams 
Lincoln 


Daniel R. Ewe Chris M. Wadhams Hal D. Haeker 
O'Neill (402) 336-4245 


Darryl B. Hunter 
U Lincoln Alma Lincoln 
(402) 873-7477 St. Paul (308) 754-4749 (402) 488-2682 (308) 928-2900 (402) 488-9092 (402) 476-8575 


Kermit R. Erickson 
Arcadia 
(308) 789-6507 


